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BERKSHIRE  SCHOOL  OPENS  ATHLETIC  CENTER 


At  dedication  ceremonies  on  Jan.  31, 
Berkshire  School  unveiled  the  Jackman 
L.  Stewart  Athletic  Center.  The  117,000- 
square-foot  facility  is  named  for  the 
late  longtime  Berkshire  School  athletic 
director  and  hockey  and  soccer  coach. 
The  center  features  two  ice  rinks  and  14 
locker  rooms,  seating  for  800  spectators, 
a  34-machine  fitness  center  and  athletic 
training  rooms. 

One  of  the  rinks,  known  as  the 
Rovensky  Rink,  is  where  Sheffield 
residents  skated  for  free  on  Sundays 
through  February.  That  rink  is  also  used 
by  the  Mt.  Everett  Regional  High  School 
hockey  team  and  the  Berkshire  Rattlers 
youth  hockey  programs  at  reduced  rates. 
Out  of  skating  season,  it  will  be  converted 
for  indoor  tennis  and  for  school  functions 
as  well  as  for  Berkshire  Choral  Festival 
concerts  in  the  summer. 

Construction  began  on  the  Stewart 
Center  in  April  2007,  as  Berkshire 

School  was  celebrating 
Observatory  its  centennial  year.  The 
and  sugar  project  generated  more 

house  have  than  150  jobs,  accord- 

reopened:  ing  to  Tim  Fulco,  the 

see  page  J  director  of  facilities 

management.  Fulco  is 
a  1978  Berkshire  School  graduate  and  a 
South  County  native. 

Fulco  also  noted  that  75  jobs  were 
created  by  the  restoration  of  Berkshire 
Hall,  the  school's  main  academic  build- 
ing that  reopened  last  September.  (See 
Sheffield  Times,  Nov./Dec.  2008  issue.) 

Continued  on  page  3 


The-new 
athletic 
center  at 
Berkshire 
School, 
with  Black 
Rock  in  the 
background. 
Inside 
are  two 
ice-skating 
rinks,  a  fit- 
ness center 
and  other 
facilities. 


CONTEST  SHAPING  UP  FOR  SELECTMAN  SEAT 


The  deadline  to  obtain  nomination 
papers  for  election  to  town  offices  in 
May  is  Thurs.,  March  19,  at  5pm.  Filing 
requires  obtaining  25  voter  signatures. 
The  last  day  to  submit  papers  to  the 
Board  of  Registrars  for  certification  is 
Mon.,  March  23,  at  5pm. 

As  of  press  time,  only  one  of  the  posi- 
tions up  for  election  will  be  contested. 
That's  the  seat  on  the  Board  of  Select- 
men currently  held  by  Jim  Collingwood. 
Collingwood  has  taken  out  nomination 
papers  for  another  three-year  term.  Also 
taking  out  papers  for  the  post  are  Rene 
Wood,  formerly  chair  of  the  Planning 
Board,  and  David  Smith,  Jr.,  currently 
co-chair  of  the  Finance  Committee. 

Bruce  Person  has  taken  out  papers 
for  Town  Moderator,  a  one -year  posi- 
tion he  has  held  for  many  years.  Betty 


LeGeyt  has  taken  out  papers  for  another 
three-year  term  as  Library  Trustee.  Two 
three-year  positions  will  be  open  on  the 
Planning  Board.  Christopher  Tomich, 
currently  the  chair  of  the  board,  has 
taken  out  papers,  as  has  Peter  Cherneff, 
who  has  just  been  appointed  Planning 
Board  Alternate  Member.  Anthony 
Gulotta  is  not  running  for  re-election. 

At  press  time,  no  other  nominating 
papers  had  been  taken  out. 

The  election  will  be  held  on  Mon.,  May 
11,  with  voting  from  9am  to  7pm  at  Town 
Hall.  The  Annual  Town  Meeting  will  be 
held  on  Mon.,  May  4,  at  7pm  at  the  Mt. 
Everett  Regional  High  School  Auditorium. 

Voters  can  register  any  day  at  the 
Town  Clerk's  office  until  Tues.,  April 
14.  The  office  will  be  open  until  8pm 
that  evening. 
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REPORT  FROM  THE  SHEFFIELD  ASSOCIATION 


The  Sheffield  Association,  publisher  of 
the  Sheffield  Times,  wants  to  thank  all 
who  provided  such  generous  support  in 
response  to  our  end-of-the-year  fund- 
raising  effort.  Donations  were  more  than 
$8,000,  which  was  enough  to  pay  off  the 
end-of-year  insurance  and  administra- 
tive bills  and  keep  us  going  into  2009. 

In  December,  the  Sheffield  Associa- 
tion received  its  own  nonprofit  status 
from  the  Federal  government.  Since  our 
founding  in  2001,  the  organization  has 
operated  under  the  aegis  of  the  Berk- 
shire Taconic  Community  Foundation, 
which  provides  this  kind  of  help  to  small 
nonprofits  in  the  region.  The  Sheffield 
Association  sought  its  own  501(c)(3) 
status  as  a  cost-saving  measure,  to  cut 
down  on  administrative  fees.  Other  cost- 
saving  measures  undertaken  include 
using  a  bulk  mail  permit  to  mail  out 
issues  of  the  Sheffield  Times. 

The  Sheffield  Association,  founded 
in  2001  to  foster  communication 
among  the  people,  businesses,  and  orga- 
nizations of  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls, 


publishes  six  regular  issues  of  the  Shef- 
field Times,  along  with  special  issues 
covering  Sheffield's  Town  Meeting  and 
town  election  that  have  been  mailed  to 
the  entire  town.  We  also  are  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  annual  Sheffield  in 
Celebration  fair. 

The  annual  budget  for  the  Sheffield 
Association  is  roughly  $20,000.  Ads  in 
the  Sheffield  Times  are  priced  at  afford- 
able rates  and  bring  in  about  $3,000  a 
year,  with  a  similar  amount  coming  in 
through  sponsorships  and  donations 
toward  Sheffield  in  Celebration.  That 
leaves  about  $14,000  to  come  from  the 
community  in  additional  support  for  the 
Sheffield  Times. 

As  we  begin  our  transition  to  being  ar 
independent  nonprofit  organization,  we 
look  forward  to  the  continued  enthusias- 
tic support  from  the  community  we  serve 
Contributions  are  tax-deductible;  you 
can  use  the  coupon  on  page  27.  Please 
bear  with  us  as  we  get  our  own  system  of 
acknowledgments  up  and  running. 

— The  Sheffield  Association 
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BERKSHIRE  SCHOOL,  continued  from  page  1 


The  school  added  two  new  girls'  dormitories  in  2001  and 
new  playing  fields  in  2004. 

Berkshire  School,  nestled  into  the  Taconic  Ridge  along 
Undermountain  Rd.,  serves  some  370  students,  including  10 
from  Sheffield  and  one  from  Ashley  Falls,  and  is  one  of  Sheffield's 
largest  employers.  Founded  by  Seaver  Burton  Buck,  a  Harvard 


The  Chase  Sugar  House 

Smoke  and  steam  will  soon  rise  again 
from  the  Arthur  C.  Chase  Sugar  House 
at  the  school.  The  school's  many  sugar 
maple  trees  have  been  tapped  since 
longtime  faculty  member  and  Sheffield 
resident  Art  Chase  first  founded  the 
Maple  Syrup  Corporation,  a  club  consist- 
ing of  students  and  faculty  who  do  all  the 
work  and  share  in  the  profits. 

For  years  the  operation  was  run  out  of 
a  small  structure  behind  the  Admissions 
Office.  A  new  building  was  constructed 
on  the  northeast  edge  of  the  campus  in 
1999.  Into  this  building  went  a  shiny,  new 
stainless  steel  wood-fired  evaporator,  two 
and  a  half  feet  in  diameter  by  eight  feet 
tall.  It  is  capable  of  evaporating  50  gallons 
of  sap  an  hour.  Students  and  faculty 
work  together  cutting  and  splitting 
wood,  hanging  tubing  lines  and  buckets, 


graduate,  in  1907  as  a  boys'  school,  it  became  co- educational  in 
1969.  The  current  head  of  school  is  Michael  J.  Maher. 

The  opening  of  the  Stewart  athletic  center  had  a  happy 
byproduct:  the  reopening  of  the  Dixon  Observatory  and  the 
Arthur  C.  Chase  Sugar  House,  both  of  which  had  been  closed 
since  construction  on  the  Stewart  Center  began. 

— James  Harris 


collecting  sap,  boiling  off  and  bottling 
syrup.  Berkshire  School  maple  syrup  is 
used  for"  special  occasions  on  campus  and 
made  available  to  parents  and  guests  of 
the  school. 

Visitors  are  welcome  to  visit  the 
sugar  house  while  it's  in  operation.  In 
recent  years,  local  scout  groups  and 
school  children  have  visited  to  learn 
about  how  syrup  is  made  and  sample 
some  syrup  on  pancakes  or  ice  cream. 
To  arrange  a  visit  or  find  out  the  hours 
of  operation,  contact  Mike  Dalton  at 
229-1115  or  mdalton@berkshireschool. 
org.  To  find  the  sugar  house,  take  the 
first  right  past  the  green  security  station 
when  you  come  onto  campus  and  follow 
your  eyes  and  nose  to  the  sweet  clouds 
of  maple-flavored  wood  smoke. 

— Science  teacher  Mike  Dalton 


Mike  Dalton  at  the  sugar  house. 


Dan  Yaverbaum  at  the  observatory 


The  Dixon  Observatory 

We  will  shortly  celebrate  the  vernal 
equinox:  the  first  day  of  spring.  Aller- 
gies aside,  the  sublimity  of  spring  is 
nothing  to  sneeze  at.  The  depths  of 
winter  do,  however,  offer  two  oft-un- 
derestimated commodities — darkness 
and  cold — and  not  just  to  warlocks,  cat 
burglars  and  energy  corporations  (no 
comparisons  intended).  Pitch-black 
and  crisp  air  is  to  the  astronomer  what 
low-impedance,  hi-fidelity  speaker-wire 
is  to  the  music  lover.  A  state-of-the-art 
telescope  is,  to  continue  the  analogy, 
the  amp. 

So  what  does  this  all  mean?  It 
means  that  the  Dixon  Astronomical 
Observatory  at  Berkshire  School,  home 
of  a  24-inch,  reflective,  GPS-driven 
Meade  telescope — capable  of  bringing 


us  approximately  700  optical  times 
closer  to  the  heavens — will  be  back 
up,  running  and  open  to  the  terrestrial 
world  before  we  fully  lose  the  luxury 
of  long  nights.  To  even  the  most  novice 
star-gazer,  the  breathtaking  Berkshire 
County  sky  demonstrates  that  the  win- 
ter glass  is  not  half-empty,  it's  half-full: 
of  liquid  light. 

The  Dixon  Observatory,  located  on 
the  new  road  to  the  Stewart  Center  (the 
first  right  off  the  main  drive)  will  be  open 
to  the  public  as  of  March  9.  Times  and 
details  will  be  publicized  on  the  calendar 
section  of  Berkshire's  Web  site,  but  please 
call  Daniel  Yaverbaum  of  Berkshire 
School  at  229-1007  for  any  questions  or 
group  event  requests. 

— Science  teacher  Dan  Yaverbaum 


The  Sheffield  Times  relies  on  support  from  the  community.  Use  the  coupon  on  page  27  and  keep  us  going! 
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Community  News 


SHEFFIELD'S  VOLUNTEERS:  BETTY  CHAPIN 


One  in  an  occasional  series  about  the  people 
whose  efforts  help  make  our  town  work. 

For  almost  20  years,  Sheffield 
resident,  Betty  Chapin  has  been  help- 
ing people  find  information  about  their 
ancestors  at  the  Mark  Dewey  Research 
Center  (formerly  the  Family  History 
Center),  part  of  the  Sheffield  Historical 
Society,  founded  in  1972  to  preserve 
Sheffield's  historic  buildings,  archival 
records,  documents  and  the  objects  of  a 
time  gone  by.  Betty's  family,  the  Melvins, 
arrived  here  in  1923.  Members  of  her 
late  husband  Correll's  family  have  been 
Sheffield  residents  since  1791.  Sheldon 
Chapin's  farm  was  on  Hewins  St;  it's 
now  Morven  Allen's  Balsam  Hill  Farm. 

Betty  worked  for  22  years  at  the  Shef- 
field Post  Office,  which  put  her  in  touch 
with  lots  of  the  town's  folks.  "In  1990, 
when  the  Center  opened,  Roger  Drury  asked  me  if  I  wanted 
to  be  a  part  of  it,  probably  because  I  knew  so  many  people  in 
town,"  she  says.  She  became  an  eager  volunteer,  helping  to  sort 
and  catalog  documentation  of  Sheffield's  past. 

"Our  purpose  is  to  preserve  as  much  material  as  we  can  that 
pertains  to  the  history  of  Sheffield.  We  have  books  of  local  his- 
tories, files  on  events  and  places  like  the  old  mills,  lists  of  past 
fire  companies,  lists  of  residents  who  went  off  in  the  gold  rush, 
lists  of  soldiers  gone  to  war,  documents  on  Shay's  Rebellion,  old 
hotel  guest  lists,  town  and  school  reports,  street  lists,  printed 
genealogies  and  boxes  of  old  photographs.  People  will  stop  in  or 
write  us  letters  about  their  ancestors,  looking  for  some  link  they 
haven't  been  able  to  find." 

Then  Betty's  work  takes  on  the  guise  of  investigator.  "It's 
like  reading  a  good  mystery  and  trying  to  find  out  who  did  it " 


Betty  Chapin 


she  says  with  a  twinkle.  Though  the 
Center's  hours  include  just  two  after- 
noons a  week  (Mondays  and  Fridays 
from  1:30  to  4pm),  Betty  continues  to 
look  for  information  during  her  off- 
hours.  Her  eyebrows  go  up  when  asked 
how  much  of  her  own  time  she  spends 
searching  for  threads. "It's  hard,"  she 
says  earnestly.  "You  have  to  remember 
that  a  lot  of  people  are  going  on  just 
their  memories,  and  they  may  not  be 
accurate." 

She  has  become  adept  at  working 
her  way  through  the  maze  of  genealogi- 
cal databases  on  the  computer,  knows 
where  to  look  for  information  in  the 
Center's  collection  of  files  on  local 
families  and  has  a  wealth  of  knowledge 
in  her  head  about  Sheffield. 

"I've  always  liked  history,"  admits 
Betty.  "When  I  showed  an  interest  in  my  husband  Correll's 
grandmother's  stories  (she  once  told  me  how  she  drove  her 
horse  and  wagon  home  from  Lee  at  the  start  of  the  Blizzard  of 
'88),  she  gave  me  her  father's  Civil  War  sword  and  his  diaries. 
She  was  a  great  source  of  local  history." 

Betty  also  remembers  the  postmaster  receiving  a  letter  in 
1978  from  a  woman  in  California  asking  if  someone  could 
take  a  picture  of  a  family  grave  in  Sheffield.  Betty  sent  the 
photo  and  a  note;  she  and  the  woman  have  kept  in  touch 
since  then. 

She  does  a  little  two-step  and  throws  out  her  arms."It's  a  lot 
of  fun.  I'm  always  learning  something.  I  turned  80  at  Christmas 
time — volunteering  at  the  Center  keeps  me  moving." 
It  also  keeps  her  interested... and  very  interesting! 

— Pauline  Clarke 
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Dr.  J.  Leland  Miller,  his  wife,  Julia  Atkins  Miller,  and  an  early  pic- 
ture of  the  their  residence  on  Miller  Avenue. 


THE  STORY  BEHIND  THE  STREET  NAME:  MILLER  AVE. 


Sheffield  historian  Lillian  Preiss  quotes 
a  former  resident  who  complained 
about  the  "ridiculous"  names  given  to 
parts  of  the  town,  such  as  Pudding  St., 
Bow  Wow  and  Konkapot.  According  to 
legend,  Pudding  St.,  acquired  its  name 
because  only  rich  people  lived  there — 
those  rich  enough  to  afford  pudding. 
Now,  alas,  that  name  has  changed  and 
become  the  more  pedestrian  Main  St. 
(Route  7).  Konkapot  was  a  chief  of  the 
local  tribes  when  European  settlers  first 
arrived.  Bow  Wow  is  perhaps  a  corrup- 
tion of  Pow  Wow,  a  place  where  Native 
Americans  camped. 

Miller  Ave.,  the  road  that  leads  from 
Route  7  to  Bow  Wow  Rd.,  sounds  less 
exotic,  but  it  nonetheless  reveals  an 
intriguing  history  of  our  town. 

James  Leland  Miller,  in  whose  honor 
Miller  Ave.  was  named,  came  to  Sheffield 
in  1866.  Farmer,  physician,  community 
planner,  Robinson  Crusoe,  army  major, 
surgeon  and  philanthropist,  he  lived  a 
rich,  peripatetic  and  vibrant  life,  typical  of 
many  of  that  era. 

He  was  born  in  Adams  in  1813. 
Although  sickly  as  a  child,  he  was  a  bright 
boy  who  read  widely.  At  the  age  of  17 
he  became  a  clerk  in  New  York  but  was 
driven  out  by  an  outbreak  of  cholera  and 
moved  to  West  Troy  where  he  became 
a  salesman,  purchasing  the  business  of 
his  employer.  After  the  business  burned 
to  the  ground,  he  began  the  study  of 
medicine,  attending  a  course  of  lectures 
at  Woodstock,  VT,  and  graduating  from 
Berkshire  Medical  College  in  1837. 

With  unflagging  energy,  he  trav- 
eled to  New  Orleans  and  became  the 
surgeon  of  a  surveying  party  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi  River  and  then 
moved  to  Pensacola,  FL.  Sailing  back 
to  New  York,  however,  disaster  struck 
and,  Crusoe-like,  he  was  shipwrecked 
on  the  rocky  island  of  Gun  Key  in  the 
Caribbean.  Once  rescued,  he  moved  to 
practice  medicine  in  Providence,  RI,  and 
was  appointed  surgeon  of  General  John 
B.  Stedman's  brigade  of  state  troops 
when  they  were  called  out  to  suppress 
the  Dorr  Rebellion. 

He  resumed  his  medical  studies  and 
in  1844  became  professor  of  anatomy  and 
physiology  at  Illinois  College,  staying  for 
three  years  until  he  resigned  his  professor- 
ship to  join  the  army.  He  became  a  major 
and  surgeon  of  volunteers,  joining  the  army 


at  Vera  Cruz,  Mexico,  and  staying  in  active 
service  till  the  close  of  the  Mexican  War. 

After  a  couple  of  years  in  Pittsfield,  he 
went  back  to  Illinois,  where  he  was  both  a 
physician  and  a  farmer.  He  bought  1,100 
acres  of  land,  establishing  a  stock  farm 
and  laying  out  the  town  of  Fairbury  in 
Livingston  County,  Illinois. 

In  1855  he  returned  to  Pittsfield,  first 
buying  a  farm  there  and  then  moving  to 
Sheffield  and  purchasing  the  150-acre 
Mount  Barnard  farm  in  1866.  (Dr.  Millers 
house  is  still  there  on  Miller  Ave.,  but  most 
of  the  surrounding  land,  including  what 
used  to  be  the  Willowbrook  Dairy — now 
part  of  the  Hyatt  Tree  Co. — is  no  longer 
connected  with  the  house.) 

With  characteristic  energy,  Dr.  Miller 
plunged  into  the  life  of  the  Sheffield 
community,  becoming  president  of  the 
Housatonic  Agricultural  Society  in  1876 
and  holding  the  meetings  in  his  house  on 
Miller  Ave.  He  was  a  model  farmer,  and  it 
was  said  of  him  that  he  never  suffered  "an 
obnoxious  plant  to  grow  on  his  place." 

Addressing  the  Berkshire  Farmers 
Association  at  the  Miller  House  in  1881, 
Dr.  Miller  said  that  farming  was  the 
most  important  industry  in  Sheffield 
and  that  his  well-tended  150-acre  farm 
was  as  profitable  as  his  1,100  acres  farm 
in  Illinois.  A  photo  of  him  taken  around 
that  time  shows  him  to  have  a  definite 
twinkle  in  his  eye. 

Julia  Atkins  Miller,  who  married 
Dr.  Miller  in  1862,  was  a  fascinating 
woman  in  her  own  right,  her  mother, 
Anne  Alden,  being  a  descendant  of  John 
Alden  of  the  Mayflower.  Julia  was  in  the 
first  class  of  Evanston  College,  Illinois 
(now  Northwestern)  and  was  part  of  a 
group  that  included  notable  feminists  and 


reformers.  Family  legend  states  that  she 
arose  each  day  to  read  the  New  Testa- 
ment in  Greek.  Like  her  energetic  hus- 
band, she  became  involved  in  the  com- 
munity and  was  the  first  president  of  the 
General  J.G.  Barnard's  Women's  Relief 
Corps,  as  well  as  being  vice  president 
of  the  Women's  Christian  Temperance 
Union  and  clerk  of  the  Sheffield  Friendly 
Union. 

The  couple — they  had  no  children — 
relished  life  in  Sheffield  and  the  History 
of  Berkshire  County  of  the  time  says  that 
Dr.  Miller  "was  always  fond  of  the  sports 
of  the  chase,  and  now,  at  the  age  of  more 
than  threescore  and  ten,  with  his  gun  and 
hounds  he  traverses  the  valleys  and  climbs 
the  mountain  sides  with  all  the  ardor  of 
his  youthful  days."  For  several  years  he  was 
the  highest  taxpayer  in  the  town  and  in 
1889  gave  $40,000  to  Williams  College  to 
establish  a  chair  in  local  history. 

I  contacted  Williams  and  learned 
that  the  professorship  continues  still,  the 
recipient  now  being  called  the  J.  Leland 
Miller  Professor  of  American  History, 
Literature  and  Eloquence.  The  current 
holder  of  the  chair  is  noted  novelist 
James  Shepard,  author  of  Lights  Out  in 
the  Reptile  House,  Project  X,  Nosferatu 
and  Batting  Against  Castro,  among  other 
works.  Shepard  was  tickled  to  hear  about 
Dr.  Miller  and  the  connection  with  Wil- 
liams College. 

Dr.  Miller  died  in  1889  and  Julia  lived 
on  in  the  house  until  her  death  in  1906. 
Having  no  descendants,  their  memory 
faded  in  Sheffield  except  in  the  name 
of  the  street  you've  driven  down  many 
times — Miller  Ave. 

— Dr.  Gillian  Hettinger 
(who  lives  in  Dr.  Millers  old  house) 
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Community  News 


THE  SHEFFIELD  ELM  AND  A  FAMILY  TRADITION 

There  probably  aren't  many  readers  of 
the  Sheffield  Times  who  remember  the 
magnificent  "Sheffield  Elm"  cut  down  in 
1926.  By  that  time  it  was  over  400  years 
old.  According  to  Lillian  Preiss  in  her 
history,  Sheffield:  Frontier  Town,  it  was  82 
feet  high  with  a  limb  spread  of  108  feet 
and  a  girth  of  20  feet  at  three  feet  three 
inches  from  the  ground.  Town  meetings 
and  picnics  were  held  in  the  shade  of  its 
branches,  "which  spread  over  so  great  a 
surface  that  at  one  time  500  people  were 
said  to  have  stood  within  its  shadow." 
Oliver  Wendell  Holmes  noted  that  it  was 
"remarkable  for  size  and  perfection  of 
form,"  and  that  he  had  "seen  nothing  that 
comes  near  it  in  Berkshire  County  and 
few  to  compare  with  it  anywhere." 

The  Sheffield  Elm  had  to  be  cut  down 
on  June  12,  1926,  a  victim  of  Dutch  elm 
disease.  Because  of  the  tree's  importance 
to  the  town,  a  monument  was  situated 
20  years  later  at  the  place  where  it  once 


h        *f  -  i   -V      r  '"^m 


THE  ELMS 

From  "The  Grand  Old  Trees  of  Sheffield" 
by  John  M.  Morse,  1916  (courtesy  of  the 
Sheffield  Historical  Society) 

Stately  elms  are  everywhere, 
Along  the  broad  highway. 
Gracefully,  with  heads  in  air 
They  greet  each  dawning  day. 
Year  by  year  their  branches  spread, 
Building  arches  overhead. 
Branching  out  on  every  side 
Their  growth  ne'er  fails  to  cheer. 
Reaching,  spreading  far  and  wide- 
The  same  from  year  to  year. 
On  and  on — through  heat  and  cold, 
Now  we  count  them  very  old. 
One  old  elm  we  call  to  mind — 
It  stands  quite  near  the  road. 
On  the  bank  of  a  little  stream 
Which,  for  countless  years  has  flowed 
Near  its  roots,  giving  it  strength, 
Giving  a  life  of  wondrous  length. 
Grand  old  elm!  Thy  branches  spread 
A  hundred  feet,  or  more! 
Long  ago  thy  growth  began; 
Thy  years  are  many  score. 
Records  fail  to  tell  the  number — 
All  who  knew,  in  silence  slumber. 


stood,  a  small  plot 

at  the  intersection  of 

Route  7  and  Silver 

St.  The  monument 

also  honors  the 

centennial  of  the 

1844  planting  of 

1,000  elms  along 

Main  St.  (Route  7) 

in  Sheffield,  all  the 

way  from  Schenob 

Brook  to  the  site  of 

the  Big  Elm.  Those 

elms  lent  shade  and 

distinctive  beauty  to 

the  Sheffield  Center 

for  many  years  until 

most  of  them  died 

from  Dutch  elm 

disease  in  the  early  20th  century. 

The  monument  itself  and  the  his- 
tory it  recalls  might  have  been  lost  to 
underbrush  and  lack  of  care  were  it  not 
for  the  interest  of  multiple  generations 
of  Sheffield's  West  family —  David  and 
Andy.  The  West  home  is  on  Silver  St., 
which  joins  Route  7  directly  across  from 
the  monument.  "We  saw  it  every  day  and 
night,"  Andy  West  notes. 

The  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts owns  Route  7  and  25  feet  on 
each  side  of  the  road,  two  feet  short  of 
the  monument.  Fearing  that  the  town 
of  Sheffield  and  the  Commonwealth 
would  not  agree  who  would  care  for  it 
and  its  surrounding  grounds,  the  Wests 
took  it  on  themselves.  David  West 
instituted  the  tradition.  It  was  then 
assumed  by  his  son,  Andy.  Neither  has 
ever  asked  to  be  paid  for  his  work. 
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The  Sheffield  Elm  monument  off  Route  7,  opposite  Silver  St., 
which  has  been  maintained  by  the  Wests. 

Andy  believes  he's  been  caring  for  the 
monument  and  grounds  around  it  for  20 
years.  "I  began  with  a  push  mower,"  he 
said.  The  Wests  also  carved  out  a  parking 
space  directly  across  Route  7  off  Silver  St. 
Andy,  who  works  in  the  landscaping  busi- 
ness and  takes  pride  in  the  small  park. 
When  he  saw  that  a  neighboring  crab 
apple  tree  was  uncared  for,  he  restored  it 
to  health  with  careful  pruning,  its  delicate 
pink  blossoms  every  spring  adding  to  the 
beauty  of  the  space. 

The  Big  Elm  has  been  gone  for  some 
83  years,  but  it  still  casts  a  long  shadow 
over  our  town.  It  is  featured  on  the 
masthead  of  the  Sheffield  Times  and  is 
the  official  seal  of  the  Town  of  Sheffield, 
along  with  the  words  "He  who  plants  a 
tree  plants  hope."  The  West  family  helps 
us  remember. 

— John  G.  Wightman 


FORUM  ON  SUBSTANCE  ABUSE 

The  South  Berkshire  Youth  Coalition  will  host  a  community  forum  focusing  on 
substance  abuse  issues  on  March  24  at  7pm  at  the  Berkshire  South  Regional  Com- 
munity Center  in  Great  Barrington.This  is  a  continuation  of  recent  forums  held  on 
the  topic.  At  the  last  meeting,  a  survey  was  sent  home  with  all  attendees,  addressing 
four  major  areas  of  concern:  alcohol,  tobacco,  marijuana  and  other  drugs. 

The  Youth  Coalition  is  looking  for  people  to  help  with  the  surveys.  You  can  stop 
by  the  office  at  94  West  Ave.  in  Great  Barrington  or  contact  them  at  4 1 3-528- 1919 
or  sbycoalition@yahoo.com,  and  they  can  mail  or  email  you  a  copy. 

You  can  also  call  for  more  information  about  what  the  group  does  in  the  com- 
munity and  how  you  can  help  them  create  a  safe  and  healthy  place  to  live,  love  and 
grow  old.  Check  their  website:  www.sbycoalition.org. 


ULLRICH  RETIRES  FROM  SHEFFIELD  POLICE  DEPT. 

On  Dec.  25,  2008,  Sergeant  Robert 
Ullrich  put  his  uniform  on  for  the  last 
time  as  a  full-time  police  officer.  After 
28  years  of  dedicated  service  with  the 
Sheffield  Police  Dept.,  Ullrich  retired. 
He  was  the  first  police  officer  to  retire  in 
Sheffield's  history. 

Ullrich,  known  to  all  as  "Tony," 
joined  the  police  department  in  1980. 
He  attended  the  Recruit  Training 
Program  at  the  Springfield  Police 
Academy,  graduating  at  the  top  in  his 
class  in  1982.  He  received  a  letter  from 
the  Board  of  Selectmen — the  late  Dana 
Bartholomew,  the  late  Arthur  C.  Chase 
and  Richard  J.  Kirchner — that  said, 
"Sheffield  is  privileged  to  have  an  officer 
of  his  stature  and  ability  to  serve  in  such 
a  meaningful  position." 

In  the  course  of  his  duty,  Ullrich 
responded  to  calls  about  cows  or  horses 
running  loose,  assisted  the  Sheffield 
Volunteer  Fire  Dept.  with  traffic  and 
worked  the  first  homicide  in  over  50 
years  in  the  town  of  Sheffield,  the  brutal 
murder  of  John  W.  Bennetton  in  1984. 
Ullrich  was  given  a  commendation  by  the 
town  Selectmen  for  his  exceptional  ability 
and  professionalism  displayed  during  this 
investigation. 


Sergeant  Robert  "Tony"  Ullrich  retired  after 

serving  the  community  for  28  years  on  the 

Sheffield  Police  Dept. 


have  a  career  as  rewarding  and 
honorable  as  his  dad's  and  "could 
not  ask  for  a  better  mentor." 

Throughout  his  career,  Ullrich 
served  with  honesty,  integrity,  pride 
and  loyalty  at  the  highest  level, 
which  earned  him  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  the  department  and 
community.  He  was  described  as 
the  epitome  of  what  a  community 
should  expect  of  a  police  officer. 
A  local  defense  attorney  said  that 
Ullrich  "was  always  fair  and  treated 
everyone  with  respect." 

On  Dec.  14,  2004,  Ullrich  had 
the  honor  and  privilege  of  receiv- 
ing the  seventh  annual  Richard 
G.  Werenski  Officer  of  the  Year 
Award,  presented  by  Chief  Anthony 
J.  Riello,  president  of  the  Western 
Massachusetts  Chiefs  of  Police 
Association.  The  award  honors  a 
long-standing  officer  who  not  only 
works  to  uphold  the  law  but  exhibits 
compassion  in  his  life  and  the  way 
he  enforces  the  law.  Ullrich  at  that 
time  had  served  24  years  with  the 
Sheffield  Police  Dept.,  14  of  them  as 


senior  officer. 

Tony  Ullrich  was  born  and  raised  in  Sheffield.  He  married 

In  1996  the  Sheffield  Police  Dept.  hired  its  second  full-        the  former  Carolyn  Boardman  35  years  ago.  They  have  three 

time  patrolman.  From  that  time  until  his  retirement,  Ullrich     children,  Carrie  Chatham,  Tim  Ullrich  and  Jennifer  Smith,  and 

provided  leadership  for  every  officer  who  came  into  the  eight  grandchildren,  all  whom  reside  in  Sheffield.  While  having 

department.  His  positive  influence  helped  mold  them  into         dinner  on  Christmas  Day,  one  of  his  granddaughters,  Madison, 


officers  that  our  community  and  department  can  be  proud 
of.  Ullrich  set  high  goals  and  standards  not  only  for  himself 
but  for  the  officers  who  worked  under  his  supervision.  One 
of  the  young  recruits  was  his  son,  Timothy,  who  joined  the 
Sheffield  Police  Dept.  in  2001.  Tim  says  that  he  hopes  to 


told  her  Poppie  that  "she  was  happy  that  since  he  did  not  have 
to  go  to  work  anymore,  we  can  now  have  his  famous  homemade 
pizza  all  the  time." 

A  special  thank  you  to  Sergeant  Ullrich  for  your  28  years  of 
public  service.  A  job  well  done. 


Dawn  O'Neil's  Family  Child  Care 


nil 

1701  Hewins  Street 
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Ashley  Palls,  MA  01222 
(413)  229-8557 


Orchard  Shade 
Bed  &  Breakfast 


999  Hewins  Street 
Sheffield,  MAO  1 257 

413-229-8463 
www.orchardshade.com 
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Community  News 


HELP  SAVE  A  SCENIC  WORKING  FARM:  SHADY  MAPLE  FARM 


Bartholomew  s  Cobble  is  a  special  place,  and  the  lands  around  it 
add  to  its  beaut);  All  around  lie  working  farms,  a  winding  river, 
forested  hills,  floodplain  forests,  and  historic  homes.  This  landscape 
was  immortalized  by  author  Hal  Borland  and  has  remained  nearly 
unchanged  since  his  last  New  York  Times  editorial  30  years  ago. 
Take  away  any  of  these  pieces,  and  Bartholomew  s  Cobble  wouldn't 
be  quite  the  same. 

That  is  why  The  Trustees  of  Reservations  were  thrilled 
to  be  approached  by  the  farm  owner  next  door  for  help  in 
protecting  his  land. 

John  Bottass  has  been  working  his  77-acre  Shady  Maple  Farm 
on  Weatogue  Rd.  in  Salisbury  since  1966.  John's  farm  stretches  a 
mile  along  the  river  where  we  run  our  canoe  trips.  The  tip  of  the 
Cobble's  Spero  Trail  has  an  amazing  view  across  his  fields  with  the 
river  and  the  mountains  as  a  backdrop.  Along  this  stretch  we  often 
see  bald  eagles,  otter,  beavers,  great-blue  herons  and  ospreys.  Pro- 
tecting this  scenic  working  farm  is  a  good  thing  for  the  Cobble  and 


will  help  keep  valuable  farmland  available  for  future  generations. 

With  a  little  help,  we  will  soon  be  able  to  purchase  a  conserva- 
tion easement  (called  a  conservation  restriction  in  Massachusetts) 
to  protect  the  land  from  further  development,  while  still  allow- 
ing Bottass  to  own  and  farm  the  land.  So  far,  individuals  and 
fellow  conservation  groups  have  raised  80  percent  of  the  amount 
that  we  need.  Many  organizations,  including  the  Salisbury 
Association  Land  Trust,  The  Nature  Conservancy,  Connecticut 
Farmland  Trust,  the  Sheffield  Land  Trust,  the  Housatonic  Valley 
Association  and  Greenprint  have  provided  guidance  and  support. 

Now  we  are  turning  to  the  community  to  raise  the  final 
$145,000.  We  hope  that  you  will  join  us  in  protecting  the  rich 
historical,  agricultural  and  ecological  legacy  of  this  wonderful 
place.  Contributions  toward  the  protection  of  Shady  Maple 
Farm  may  be  sent  to:  The  Trustees  of  Reservations,  P.O.  Box 
128,  Ashley  Falls,  MA  01222. 

— Rene  Wendell  Trustees  of  Reservation  Conservation  Ranger 


COMMUNITY  HEALTH  PROGRAM  NEWS 

Baby  fair.  The  Community  Health  Pro- 
gram's second  annual  Baby  Fair,  presented 
in  conjunction  with  the  local  Women 


Music  Lovers! 

The  Dewey  Hall  Folk  Series  seeks 
an  enthusiastic  music  lover  to  help 
coordinate  some  of  the  booking  and 
scheduling,  distribute  promotional  mate- 
rials and  stay  in  touch  with  artists. The 
series  is  held  on  the  first  Saturday  of 
every  month,  bringing  live  music  to  the 
Dewey  Hall  stage,  with  local,  regional 
and  national  talent  in  this  intimate,  cof- 
feehouse setting. 

This  volunteer  position  will  get  you 
in  touch  with  the  Berkshire  music  scene 
and  beyond.  Contact  Tom  Ingersoll  for 
more  information  at  4 1 3-822- 1 602. 


Infants  Children  (WIC)  program,  will  be 
held  on  Sat.,  Mar.  21,  from  l-4pm  at  the 
CHP  Nutrition  Center,  94  West  Ave., 
Great  Barrington.  Raffles  and  giveaways, 
workshops,  free  health  insurance  enroll- 
ment, a  baby  dental  clinic  and  more. 
For  information,  call  Jennifer  at  WIC, 
413-528-0457. 

Consignment  sale.  The  Community 
Health  Program's  Children's  Attic  Sale 
will  be  held  the  weekend  of  May  2  and  3 
at  the  Housatonic  Community  Center, 
Main  St,  Housatonic  The  hours  on 
Saturday  are  9am-4pm  and  on  Sunday 
9am-noon.  This  is  a  giant  children's  and 
maternity  consignment  sale,  with  gently 
used  children's  items  (sizes  newborn  to 
16)  and  more.  For  more  information,  call 
Allison  at  413-528-9311  ext.  2130. 


CRAWFORD  EARNS  AWARD 

Alexander  Crawford,  son  of  Marjo- 
rie  and  Gerald  Pollard  and  Lindsey 
Crawford  of  Sheffield,  received  the 
Dean's  Award  for  academic  excel- 
lence during  the  fall  2008  semester 
at  Colgate  University. To  be  eligible 
for  the  award,  a  student  must 
achieve  a  3.30  or  higher  grade  point 
average  while  carrying  a  full  course 
load  of  four  courses  a  semester. 
Crawford,  a  member  of  the 
class  of  20 1 2,  graduated  from 
Ml  Everett  Regional  High  School 
in  2008.  He  is  concentrating  on 
geography  at  Colgate.  He  is  also 
a  percussionist  in  the  University 
Wind  Ensemble  and  is  involved  in 
the  theater. 
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Beer/wine/spirits 
and  much  more!! 


107  JVioin  Street 
Sheffield,,  JWi 
4-13.Z23.870Z 


REVERSE   MORTGAGE   CONSULTANT 

Jessica  Krupski 
(888)  229-9908  (TOLL  FREE) 
(413)  229-9908 
All  FHA  mortgage  programs  available 


ALLIED  HOME  MORTGAGE  CAPITAL  CORP. 

Main  office  88  Ryders  Lane,   Stratford,  CT  06614 
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CHURCH  NEWS 


New  interior  walls  at  Old  Parish 

The  congregation  of  Old  Parish  Church  has  moved  out  of  the 
sanctuary  into  the  church's  parlors  until  the  end  of  March  so 
the  interior  can  get  a  facelift. 

The  handsome,  historic  edifice  of  Old  Parish  has  graced 
Sheffield  Center  for  249  years — it's  the  oldest  church  building 
in  Berkshire  County.  The  church  has  faithfully  tended  to  the 
exterior  of  the  building  and  its  steeple  many  times.  In  the  past 
50  years,  it  has  painted  the  exterior  six  times  and  repaired  the 
roof,  steeple  and  foundations  whenever  necessary,  often  at 
great  expense. 

On  several  occasions,  it  was  the  intention  of  the  •congre- 
gation to  deal  with  the  interior  as  well,  but  there  was  never 
enough  money  to  care  for  its  "living  room,"  the  sanctuary,  with 
its  antique  clear  glass  windows  and  stone  tablets  honoring 
ministers  back  to  1735.  Thanks  to  a  generous  bequest  from  the 
estate  of  a  former  parishioner,  Lorna  Spellman,  the  interior  will 
finally  receive  needed  repair. 

In  preparation,  when  the  congregation  left  worship  on 
Jan.  4,  they  carried  with  them  the  church's  hymnals.  On  Jan. 
10,  25  members  moved  pews,  pew  cushions,  chairs,  tables, 
the  church's  pulpit  and  miscellaneous  paraphernalia  into 
storage.  The  Sheffield  Historic  Society  graciously  offered 
the  use  of  the  Stone  Store,  right  next  door,  for  temporary 
storage. 

A  wall  and  ceiling  contractor  will  erect  staging  from  floor  to 
ceiling  in  the  sanctuary  and  remove  loose  and  unkeyed  plaster, 
complete  essential  repairs  and  apply  two  coats  of  new  plaster. 

If  all  goes  well,  the  replastering  will  be  finished  in  time  for 
the  congregation  to  move  everything  back  for  its  Easter  celebra- 
tion on  April  12.  — John  G.  Wightman 

Food  Assistance  Program 

It's  been  a  long  winter,  but  the  pantry  is  full.  Thank  you  all  so 
much.  We  received  some  extraordinarily  generous  end-of-the- 
year  checks  to  help  pay  for  the  chicken,  hot  dogs,  and  ham- 
burger given  out  every  month. 

Undermountain  Elementary  School  has  been  wonderfully 
generous,  and  our  churches  continue  to  deliver  food  almost 
every  week.  The  barrel  at  Berkshire  Bank  has  been  a  steady 
source  of  non-perishables.  Salisbury  Bank  has  joined  them  in 
being  a  drop -off  point  for  us,  and  it  also  will  collect  money  for 


us  to  purchase  perishables. 

The  Food  Program  also  includes  the  dogs  and  cats  of  our 
members.  Every  week  the  Berkshire  Humane  Society,  through 
Bette  Ellenbogan,  gives  us  a  big  box  of  pet  food. 

Our  wish  list  for  the  coming  months  includes  paper  goods, 
toothpaste  and  toothbrushes,  toiletries,  cereal,  soups,  peanut 
butter  and  tomato  sauce. 


RELIGIOUS  SERVICES 


ASHLEY  FALLS 


Greenwoods  Community  Church  (non-denominational),  355  Clayton  Rd. 
229-8560;  parsonage  (860)  824-7442.  Sunday:  9:30am  Sunday  School  (ages 
3-adult);  10:30am  Worship  Service,  nursery  care  provided.  Rev.  Edward  M. 
Eastman  Jr.,  Pastor 

Trinity  Methodist  (United  Methodist),  11 56  Ashley  Falls  Rd.  229-2712.  Sunday: 
9am  Service.  Betty  LeGeyt,  Pastor 

NORTH  EGREMONT 


North  Egremont  Baptist,  Egremont  Plain  Rd.  (Rt.  71)  528-6066.  Sunday:  10am 
Worship;  Monday:  6pm  Bible  Study.  Rev.  Stephen  Vannah,  Pastor 

GREAT  BARRINGTQN 

Congregation  Ahavath  Shalom  (reconstructionist),  North  St.  528-4197.  Friday, 
8pm  &  Saturday,  10am.  Services  are  not  held  every  week.  Schedules  are  updated 
weekly  on  the  answering  machine,  including  special  services 

Hevreh  of  Southern  Berkshire,  270  State  Rd.  528-6378.  Friday:  7:30pm  Shabbat 
Service.  Saturday:  10am  Shabbat  service  &  Torah  study.  Rabbi  Deborah  Zecher, 
Assistant  Rabbi  Andrew  Klein 

Unitarian  Universalist  Meeting  of  S.  Berkshire.  Meets  at  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  198  Main  St.  528-4850;  home  528-3106.  Sunday:  5pm  service.  Rev. 
Kathy  Duhon 

SHEFFIELD 


Christ  Church  Episcopal  &  Trinity  Lutheran,180  Main  St.  229-881  I.Sunday: 
8am  &  10am  Holy  Eucharist;  10am  Sunday  School  &  child  care;  Thursday:  10am 
Holy  Eucharist  &  Healing.  Rev.  Anne  Ryder 

Congregation  of  Jehovah's  Witnesses,  Route  7  &  Kellogg  Rd.  229-8649.  The 
public  is  welcome. 

Old  Parish  (Congregational),  125  Main  St.  229-8173.  Sunday:  10am  Worship, 
Sunday  School,  10am.  Rev.  Jill  Graham,  Pastor 

Our  Lady  of  the  Valley  (Catholic),  Maple  Ave.  229-3028.  Saturday:  4:00pm 
Mass;  Sunday:  Sheffield  7:30am,  9am  Masses;  Mill  River  10:30  Mass.  Father 
Henry  Movalczyk 

Sheffield  Chapel  (non-denominational),  1970  N.  Main  St.  528-2911, 
www.sheffieldchapei.org.  Sunday:  10:45am  Morning  Worship,  9:30am  Sunday  School 
for  all  ages.  Wednesdays:  Group  Prayer  Time  7pm.  Pastor  Corey  McLaughlin 


MTTO  PARTS 


Louis  &  Tammy  Pipa 

Proprietors 


TNL  Auto  Supply,  LLC. 

227  Stockbridge  Rd 

Great  Barrington,  Ma.  01230 

413-528-0838 

Open  7  Days  a  Week 


DOMINICK  &  DOMINICK  LLC 


Pamela  Bloodworth 

Financial  Advisor 
Investments 

150  E.  52nd  Street  2125588820 

3RD  floor  8002212869 

New  York,  NY  10022  212  750  6475  fax 

pbloodworth@dominickanddominick.com 
413  229  3530  by  app't  Fridays 
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Community  News 


NEW  RADIO  SHOW  WITH  FAMILIAR  VOICE 


Rae  Eastman,  formerly  director  of  Shef- 
field's Senior  Center,  will  host  a  music  pro- 
gram she  has  been  developing  on  Sharon's 
Robin  Hood  Radio  station  WHDD,  91.9 
FM  and  1020AM.  "Theme  and  Variations" 
will  feature  primarily  20th  century  music 
that's  not  too  familiar  and  not  often  heard 
on  the  radio.  It  will  be  "a  breath  of  fresh  air 
in  the  clogged  airrime  of  classical'  music," 
Eastman  said. 

Programming  will  include  such  works 


as  an  opera  by  Scott  Joplin,  "Street  Scene" 
by  Kurt  Weill,  a  symphony  by  Alan  Hov- 
haness  in  which  whales  talk  to  each  other, 
and  Puccini  arias  for  orchestra  only,  along 
with  Eastman's  own  commentary. 

The  show  airs  Mondays  7-8pm  and 
Thursdays  l-2pm  starting  March  9  and 
available  as  a  podcast  anytime  at  the  sta- 
tion's website:  www.robinhoodradio.com. 
In  addition  to  local  shows,  WHDD  carries 
programming  from  National  Public  Radio. 


MUSIC  AT  DEWEY  HALL 

The  Dewey  Hall  Folk  Music  Series  presents  a  special  Spring  Equinox  event.  RUNA 
will  be  in  concert  Fri.,  March  27,  at  7:30pm. 

And  on  April  8,  at  8pm,  the  Folk  Music  Series  will  host  a  Wepecket  Island 
Records  songwriter  showcase,  including  the  Berkshires'  own  Robin  O'Herin,  along 
with  Jim  McGrath,  Dale  Robin,  and  others,  all  backed  by  the  Backstage  Backup 
band — old  Jack  Radcliffe  on  piano  and  multi-instrumentalist  Don  Barry.This  multi-' 
flavored,  music-packed  evening  will  have  a  sound  for  every  ear! 

Refreshments  will  be  served. The  suggested  donation  is  $10.  For  more  informa- 
tion, check  www.deweyhall.com  or  call  4 1 3-822- 1 602. 


CENSUS  TAKERS  NEEDED 

The  U.S.  Census  Bureau  is  currendy 
recruiting  staffers  for  the  upcoming  20 1 0 
census.The  bureau  is  hiring  for  a  wide 
range  of  positions,  including  supervi- 
sors and  door-to-door  census  takers. 
Census  takers  receive  competitive  pay 
on  a  weekly  basis.  In  addition,  you  will 
be  reimbursed  for  authorized  mileage 
and  related  expenses.You'll  have  flexible 
hours,  paid  training,  and  the  chance  to 
work  within  your  own  community. 

A  number  of  sites  have  been  set 
up  in  the  Berkshires  to  administer  a 
30-minute  test  and  take  applications. 
In  Sheffield  that  site  is  at  the  Bushnell- 
Sage  Library  every  Friday  through 
March  at  I  I  am. 

Federal  census  information  is 
obtained  every  10  years  and  is  used 
to  determine  a  community's  repre- 
sentation in  government  and  to  help 
direct  federal  funds  to  local  programs 
and  projects,  such  as  roads  and  other 
community  needs. 

To  contact  the  Bureau  for 
an  appointment,  call  1-866-861- 
20 1 0  or  check  the  website  at 
www.20 1  Ocensusjobs.gov. 


"Let's  talk  trash ...  your  trash! " 


A  locally  owned  and  operated  business  is  asking  you  to  rethink  the  way 
you  do  trash.  Routes  are  forming  today  to  satisfy  all  your  residential, 

commercial,  and  industrial  needs. 


Call  now  for  affordable  rates  and  ask  about  incentives 
available  to  the  first  (100)  residential  customers. 


Contact  James  or  Theresa  Collingwood 
daily  at  (413)  229-2822  or  evenings  at  (413)  229-3186 


Recycling  is  a  must  to  work  with  us! 
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STUDENTS  AT  MT.  EVERETT  REGALED  IN  CONCERT 

Mt.  Everett  students  were  in  for  a 
special  treat  on  Feb.  13  when  they 
enjoyed  a  spectacular  performance  by 
concert  pianist  Elizabeth  Hagenah. 
Joined  by  her  son,  clarinetist  William 
Hagenah,  the  duo  performed  several 
classical  pieces  from  various  music  eras. 
The  show  incorporated  comedy  as  well 
as  a  brief  history  lesson. 

The  students  sat  enthralled  as 
Elizabeth's  hands  flowed  over  the  piano 
keys,  each  note  played  to  perfection. 
William  entered  the  stage  dressed  as  the 
world- renowned  musician  Wolfgang 
Amadeus  Mozart  and  proceeded  to 
give  the  students  a  comedic  show,  filled 
with  punchlines  and  historic  gestures. 
Together,  they  performed  pieces  by 
Frederick  Chopin,  Manuel  De  Falla  and 
George  Gershwin,  accompanying  each 
selection  with  a  brief  history.  Students 
were  invited  on  stage  to  sing  Gershwin's 
"I  Got  Rhythm."  The  show  ended  with 
thunderous  applause  from  the  apprecia- 
tive audience. 

Elizabeth  Hagenah  has  recorded  with 
a  variety  of  solo  artists  and  the  Boston 
Symphony  Orchestra.  She  is  also  the 
director  of  the  Stockbridge  Chamber 
Concert.  William  Hagenah  is  a  gradu- 


Elizabeth  Hagenah  and  her  son,  William  Hagenah,  at  the  concert  in  February. 


ate  of  Julliard  School  of  Music  and  has 
performed  at  Carnegie  Hall. 

The  concert  was  made  possible 
thanks  to  a  family  connection  through 
Jeffry  Lang,  a  history  and  journalism 
teach  at  Mt.  Everett,  with  the  assistance 
of  a  grant  from  Janet's  Fund,  a  program 
that  offers  scholarships  to  students  in 


the  school.  The  students  left  with  brains 
bursting  with  beautiful  music  and  fun 
facts  on  each  of  the  musical  eras.  William 
and  Elizabeth  delivered  a  breathtaking 
performance,  and  we're  still  cheering  for 
an  encore. 

— Jhori  Jurgenson,  junior  at  Mt.  Everett 

High  School 


3  ways 


to  support  the  Sheffield  Times: 

1 .  Let  us  know  of  your  news  and  events.  Or  send  a  picture! 

2.  Buy  local.  Support  businesses  that  advertise  in  this  issue. 

3.  Make  a  donation.  Use  the  coupon  on  page  27. 


DE  VRIES  BUILDING  SUPPLY  INC. 

21  BERKSHIRE  SCHOOL  ROAD      SHEFFIELD,  MA 


Lumber 

Garden  Supplies 

Domestic 

&  Livestock  Feed 


Masonry 
Paint 

Insulation 
Hardware 


Whether  you're  a  contractor  or  doing  the  job  yourself 
you'll  find  what  you  need  at  De  Vries. 

41  3-229-8777    41  3-229-8820  FAX 


MISS  BRADFORDS? 

next  best  thing..... 

Great  Finds 

1840  North  Main,  Rt.  7 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

(413) 528-8059 


Monday- Saturday  10-5,  Sunday  11-5 

COME  SEE  WHAT  YOUVE  BEEN  MISSING! 


I  I 
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Library  News 


RECOMMENDED  READING 

"Negro  President":  Jefferson  and  the 
Slave  Power  by  Garry  Wills  (Houghton 
Mifflin  Co,  2003). 

Partly  as  a  preparation  for  the  inau- 
guration of  Barack  Obama  as  our  44th 
president,  I  read  Garry  Wills'  scholarly 
treatment  of  the  life  of  our  fourth  presi- 
dent. I  had  expected  a  defense  of  Jeffer- 
son— how,  although  he  was  personally 
dependent  on  slave  labor  at  Monticello, 
he  still  sympathized  with  their  plight;  or 
perhaps  an  exploration  of  his  relationship 
with  one  of  those  slaves,  Sally  Hemings. 
The  book  is  neither.  It  is  a  study  of  one  of 
the  political  priorities  of  Jefferson's  public 
life — establishing  a  system  that  would 
ensure  the  power  of  slave  states  not  only 
during  the  time  of  his  presidency  but  for 
years  to  come. 

The  best-known  example  was  Jef- 
ferson's support  for  the  infamous  three- 
fifths  principle  in  the  Constitution,  which 
stipulated  that  ever)'  slave  was  worth 
three-fifths  of  a  vote.  That  meant  that 
southern  states,  with  a  large  slave  popula- 
tion, would  be  entitled  to  more  represen- 
tatives in  the  House  of  Representatives 
or  the  Electoral  College  than  northern 
states,  where  there  were  relatively  few 
slaves.  This  provision  benefitted  Jefferson 
directly.  In  terms  of  actual  votes  cast  in 
the  election  of  1800,  Wills  notes/John 
Adams  was  re-elected,  not  Jefferson."  Jef- 
ferson was  president  from  1801  to  1809. 

Wills  also  argues  it  was  that  same 
impulse  that  led  Jefferson  to  advocate 
Washington,  DC — a  swampy  insular 
frontier  city  with  little  going  for  it — as 
our  nation's  capital,  rather  than  Boston, 


New  York  or  Philadelphia,  any  one  of 
which  had  better  claim.  Jefferson  wanted 
the  seat  of  government  to  be  surrounded 
by  slave,  not  free,  states.  Similarly,  Jef- 
ferson saw  the  Louisiana  Purchase  as  a 
way  of  extending  and  embellishing  slave 
power  well  into  the  future. 

But  "Negro  President"  is  not  a  revi- 
sionist attack  on  Jefferson.  In  his  intro- 
duction Wills  confesses  his  admiration 
for  Jefferson's  many  gifts  to  America — his 
labors  to  guarantee  freedom  of  religion, 
for  instance,  and  his  greatest  achievement 
of  all,  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
"My  Jefferson  is  a  giant,  but  a  giant  tram- 
meled in  a  net,  and  obliged  (he  thought) 
to  keep  repairing  and  strengthening  the 
coils  of  the  net." 

Watching  the  inauguration  of  Barack 
Obama,  our  first  African  American  presi- 
dent, I  am  amazed  and  inspired  by  what 
our  country  has  accomplished,  even  though 
it  took  us  over  200  years.  I  hope  Jefferson's 
"better  angels"  would  approve,  as  well. 

— John  G.  Wightman 

The  Audacity  of  Hope:  Thoughts  on 
Reclaiming  the  American  Dream  by 
Barack  Obama  (Crown  Books,  2006) 

This  sequel  to  Dreams  From  My 
Father  (1995)  picks  up  the  future 
president's  story  in  January  2005.  Barack 
Obama  takes  the  oath  as  U.S.  Senator, 
fresh  from  eight  years  in  the  Illinois 
legislature.  He  is  troubled  by  the  "mag- 
nitude of  our  challenges,  the  smallness 
of  our  politics":  The  legacy  of  Reagan 
in  the  Washington  of  President  George 
W  Bush  is  the  polarizing  rhetoric  and 


Bring  your  Cracker  Jacks  to  Berkshire  School. 

There's  no  lovelier  spot  to  watch  a  baseball  game  than  the  new  Thomas 
H.  Young  Field  at  Berkshire  School,  named  after  longtime  coach  and 
history  teacher  Tom  Young  of  Sheffield.  (But  Fenway  Park  comes  awfully 
close.)  Catch  a  game  here  in  April  or  May,  or  a  lacrosse  match,  track 
meet,  or  some  softball.  For  schedules,  visit  www.berkshireschool.org. 


Berkshire  School 

Proud  to  be  in  Sheffield. 


politics  of  hardboiled  resentment.  Con- 
servatism has  morphed  into  the  ideology 
of  the  free  market,  with  no  taxes,  no 
regulations  and  no  safety  net.  The  politi- 
cal system  is  not  working,  and  sharpened 
partisanship  only  seems  to  make  things 
worse.  Obama  calls  for  a  national  renewal 
where  self-interest  is  perceived  as  being 
linked  to  the  well-being  of  others. 

On  this  premise  Obama  offers  essays 
on  values,  our  Constitution,  race  and 
opportunity  and  the  world  beyond  our 
borders.  His  bedrock  belief  holds  that 
our  collective  government  can  best  meet 
the  common  goals  of  "we  the  people."  To 
readers  who  followed  the  2008  cam- 
paign, the  ideas  in  Audacity  of  Hope  will 
sound  familiar.  Taken  together,  they  are 
a  refreshing  critique  of  current  politics  in 
historical  context.  There  are  also  candid 
anecdotes  on  the  pitfalls  of  married  life 
when  you  are  on  the  road  and  your  family 
is  back  in  Chicago.  As  Obama  gazes  upon 
the  ruins  of  the  American  dream  left  to 
him,  his  family  now  in  the  White  House, 
we  must  wait  and  see  if  from  hope  can 
spring  deliverance.  — Fred  Gordon 

RECORDING  FORTHE 
BLIND  AND  DYSLEXIC 

Recording  for  the  Blind  and  Dyslexic 
is  a  nonprofit  volunteer  organization 
that  records  textbooks  and  other 
educational  material  for  students  who 
have  visual,  learning  and  physical  dis- 
abilities. Its  services  are  used  by  more 
than  200,000  members  of  all  ages 
throughout  the  U.S. The  Berkshire 
chapter  has  been  working  for  some 
50  years. 

Mary  Jo  Carpenter,  chairman  of 
the  Berkshire  chapter,  is  pleased  to 
welcome  John  McMullan  of  Salisbury, 
CT,  to  the  organization's  Board  of 
Directors.  Until  2007  McMullan  taught 
at  the  Hotchkiss  School  and  now 
teaches  at  the  Millbrook  School  in 
Millbrook,  NY.  He  has  also  authored 
several  textbooks  and  textbook 
reviews. 

Anyone  interested  in  finding  out 
more  about  the  program  can  contact 
the  Lenox  studio  at  413-637-0889  or 
check  the  organization's  website  at 
www.rfbd.org. 
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COMING  EVENTS 

Programs  in  March  and  April: 

Knitting.  On  Wed.,  March  1 8,  April  I  and 
April  1 5,  the  Sit'n  Knit  group  meets  from  6 
to  8pm.  All  knitters  are  welcome,  including 
beginners. 

Workshop  on  pruning.  On  Sat.,  March  21 
from  I  Oam  to  noon,  local  landscaperTom  Inger- 
soll  and  his  team  will  host  an  outdoor  workshop 
on  pruning  techniques. 

Talk.  On  Fri.,  March  27,  at  5pm,  novelist  Elise 
Title  will  share  her  experiences  in  producing 
characters  and  scenarios  in  her  many  published 
works. Title,  a  psychotherapist,  worked  in  the 
Massachusetts  correctional  system  for  six  years, 
which  gave  her  background  for  a  series  of  thrill- 
ers. She's  also  written  dozens  of  romance  titles. 

Dog  training.  On  Sat,  April  4  at  I  Oam,  the 
library  presents  "Train  Your  Dog"  with  Nora 
Hayes.  Hayes  is  a  canine  expert  who  has  founded 
a  day  care  for  dogs  in  Sheffield. 

Book  talk.  On  April  1 7  at  7pm,  Stephen  G. 
Donaldson  will  give  a  talk  and  slide  presenta- 
tion on  his  new  book  of  photographs,  Barns  of 
the  Berkshires.  Donaldson's  previous  book,  The 
Berkshires,  was  published  in  2007. 

Garden  talk.  On  Sat.  April  18,  at  I  Oam, 
veteran  green-thumb  TerranceTrapp  will 
instruct  on  vegetable  gardening,  just  in  time 
for  planting  season. 


Gilder  book  talk  packs  the  hall.  Louisa 
Gilder,  above  and  at  right,  discussed  her 
book  on  quantum  physics,  Age  of  Entangle- 
ment, at  the  Library  on  Feb.  14.  She  was 
introduced  by  the  author  Simon  Winchester, 
far  right. 


CATERING 

All  Size  Parties 


Specialized  Sandwiches, 
Soups,  Salads  &  Homemade  Foods 

Lottery  *  Beer  *  Wine  *  Groceries 

139  South  Main  St.,  Sheffield,  MA 
413-229-6610 


SHEFFIELD'S 'GREEN  DOLLARS'  MAY  FUND 
SOLAR  PANELS  FOR  LIBRARY 

Under  National  Grid's  "Green  Up"  program,  people  can  choose 
to  buy  their  electicity  from  companies  that  make  it  from  renew- 
able sources. The  program  supports  the  development  of  renew- 
able energy  and  costs  a  small  premium,  I  to  2.5  cents  extra  per 
kilowatt  hour.  Some  of  that  money  is  returned  to  the  towns 
where  those  who  chose  the  program  reside,  for  use  in  a  green 
project  of  benefit  to  the  town.  Sheffield's  Board  of  Selectmen 
and  the  Library  Trustees  are  considering  using  Sheffield's  share  of 
the  money  to  install  photovoltaic  solar  panels  on  the  roof  of  the 
Bushnell-Sage  Library. 


Webster 


jf^tngersoH 

Fine  Gardens  •  Stonework  •  Tree  Care 
Plant  Health  Care 


Landscape  Design  ~  Build 

Certified  Organic  Land  Care  Professionals 

Licensed  &  Certified  Arborists 

MCA,  ISA,  CTPA,TCIA 

Serving  the  Tri-State  Area  For  Over  20  Years 

Webster  Ingersoll 

1719  North  Main  Street,  Sheffield,  MA  01257 

413-229-8124 

www.websteringersoll.com 

Contact  us  for  special  discounts  available 
prior  to  March  31. 
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Village  Green 


FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN'S  MINUTES 


Some  Board  of  Selectmen's  meetings 

are  aired  on  CTSB  Cable  Channel  1 6. 

Check  schedule  for  times. . 


12/8 — Tammy  Blackwell,  Principal 
Assessor,  noted  that  the  total  property 
valuation  for  FY2009  is  $591,160,309 
and  the  total  amount  needed  to  be  raised 
is  57,164,862.94.  That  works  out  to 
be  a  tax  rate  of  Si 2. 12.  The  excess  lev)' 


of  the  increase  is  due  to  the  Proposition 
2V2  override  that  was  passed  at  the  town 
election  in  May. 

John  Pollitt  has  submitted  a  letter 
of  interest  asking  to  be  appointed  as  an 
associate  member  of  the  Zoning  Board 


capacity  is  $29,029.06.  The  Board  unani-     of  Appeals.  The  appointment  will  be 
mously  approved  a  morion  for  a  single  tax     made  on  Jan.  5.  The  Board  approved  the 


rate  with  no  discounts  for  FY2009. 

The  Board  discussed  gifts  received 
from  the  public  in  light  of  the  State 
Ethics  Commission's  Conflict  of  Inter- 
est Law  for  public  employees.  It  was  the 
consensus  of  the  Board  to  allow  gifts  to 
be  accepted  if  the  value  is  under  $50  and 
if  the  gifts  were  put  out  for  all  to  share. 


appointments  of  Roger  Ball  and  Kevin 
Learnard  as  probationary  members  of 
the  Fire  Dept.  The  Board  accepted  Julie 
Hannum's  letter  of  resignation  from  the 
Board  of  Health. 

Alan  and  Valerie  Pickert  were  present 
to  discuss  the  cul-de-sac  and  right  of  way 
on  Davis  Rd.  in  Ashley  Falls.  Administra- 


Discussion  ensued  on  the  performance     tor  Kellogg  will  look  into  the  problem, 
evaluation  of  the  Town  Adminis- 


trator. Chairman  Julie  Hannum 
will  follow  up  with  Administrator 
Joe  Kellogg. 

12/15 — The  Board  unanimously 
approved  the  list  of  licenses  for  2009. 

Chairman  Hannum  thanked 
Barrett  Tree  Service  and  the  He  wins 
family  for  the  holiday  decorations  on 
the  Village  Green  and  for  installing 
the  holiday  lights  and  decorations. 

Hannum  discussed  setting  up 
a  meeting  with  the  School  Com- 
mittee, Finance  Committee  and 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  discuss 
the  FY  10  budget.  Administrator 
Kellogg  will  contact  all  parties  to 
schedule  a  meeting  for  earl)' January. 

Selectman  David  Macy  noted 
that  the  Town  Hall  winter  hours 
went  into  effect  today  and  the  Board 
is  interested  in  feedback  on  the 
change.  The  new  hours  are:  Mon. 
8:30am-7:30  pm,Tues.-Thurs., 
8:30am—4:30pm,  and  closed  on 
Fri.  Staff  will  be  working  the  same 
amount  of  hours  each  week. 

Administrator  Kellogg  stated 
that  Berkshire  School  will  again 
offer  Sheffield  residents  public 
skating  hours  on  Sun.,  6  to  8pm. 

The  Dept.  of  Revenue  has 
approved  the  FY2009  tax  rate  at 
$12.12.  This  is  an  increase  of  $.38 
and  will  increase  the  average  tax 
bill  amount  by  about  $100.  Part 


NEWS  FROM  TOWN  HALL 

Hours  return  to  normal.  After  a  winter  experi- 
ment of  working  a  four-day  week.Town  Hall  has 
returned  to  its  regular  hours:  Monday  to  Friday,  9am 
to  4pm. Although  the  town  saved  about  $1,000  in 
heating  costs,  people  missed  having  Town  Hall  open 
on  Fridays. 

Photo  wanted  forTown  report.  The  town  is 
looking  for  a  Sheffield  photo  to  put  on  the  cover  of 
its  annual  report.  If  you  have  a  candidate  photo,  you 
can  drop  it  off  at  the  Town  Administrator's  office  or 
email  it  to  sheffieldmass@bcn.net.The  use  of  the 
photo  is  donated,  and  you  retain  all  rights  to  your 
work."We've  only  gotten  a  couple  so  far,"  said  Joe 
Kellogg,  Sheffield's  Town  Administrator. "We  need 
these  right  away." 

Conservation  Commission  adds  new 
member.  Howard  Chezar  was  appointed  to  the 
Town's  Conservation  Commission  in  February.The 
appointments  bring  the  commission's  membership 
up  to  five.  He  joins  Gaetan  Lachance  and  Don  Ward, 
who  have  been  members  for  a  few  months  now,  and 
Julie  Hannum  and  James  Collingwood,  Sn,  who  are 
also  town  Selectmen. 

Town  budget  responding  to  state  cuts.  The 
state  has  cut  the  aid  it  sends  to  Sheffield  by  about 
$20,000  this  year.  Since  the  current  fiscal  year  is 
almost  over  (it  ends  June  30),  the  cut  will  show  as 
diminished  revenue  projections  for  FY20IO.The 
result  is  that  the  town  will  start  the  next  fiscal  year 
with  less  free  cash. 

For  next  year,  the  state  has  warned  there  will 
be  an  additional  10  percent  cut  in  aid — about 
$30,000 — but  that  is  contingent  on  the  legislature 
passing  an  increase  in  meal  and  hotel/motel  taxes. 
"I  think  we  won't  find  out  until  July  what's  going  to 
happen,"  said  Kellogg. 


Darryl  Long  from  Salisbury  Bank  was 
present  to  discuss  a  proposed  drive-up 
window  and  ATM  kiosk  behind  the  pres- 
ent bank  location  on  the  village  green. 
The  Board  expressed  their  concerns  with 
the  necessary  sidewalk  cut,  traffic  flow 
when  cars  exit  and  the  loss  of  parking 
spaces.  Long  will  improve  the  traffic  plan. 
A  second  meeting  will  review  the  updated 
plan  and  the  other  tenants  in  the  building 
will  be  invited  for  their  feedback.  Chief 
Jim  McGarry  will  be  contacted  regarding 
the  traffic  flow. 

1/5 — The  Board  approved  the  appoint- 
ment of  Jack  Pollitt  as  associate  member 
to  the  Zoning  Board  of  Appeals  for  a 
term  to  expire  June  30,  2009. 
Peter  Rawson  has  requested  to 
be  appointed  to  the  Ashley  Falls 
Historic  District  Committee. 
Peter  Cherneff  has  requested  to 
be  appointed  as  Planning  Board 
associate  member.  Action  on  the 
appointment  will  take  place  on 
Jan.  20. 

Selectman  Jim  Collingwood 
noted  that  the  Highway  Dept. 
has  done  a  great  job  during  all  the 
recent  storms. 

Chairman  Hannum  stated 
that  the  Board  has  completed 
a  performance  evaluation  for 
Administrator  Kellogg.  The  Board 
is  pleased  with  his  performance 
and  set  three  goals  for  the  next 
year:  continue  with  open  commu- 
nication; schedule  all  Board  and 
Committee  meetings;  continue 
to  work  on  long  range  planning. 
Administrator  Kellogg  thanked 
the  Board  for  his  evaluation  and 
noted  that  he  would  forego  his 
FY09  raise  because  of  the  dif- 
ficult economic  times.  Discussion 
ensued  regarding  potential"level 
funded"  budgets  for  FY10  and 
possible  local  aid  cuts. 

Administrator  Kellogg 
reminded  residents  that  the 
Town  is  seeking  photos  taken 
in  Sheffield  during  2008  for  use 
as  the  Town  Report  cover.  The 
photos  will  be  returned.  Anyone 
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interested  in  submitting  a  photo  for 
consideration  should  contact  the  Town 
Administrator's  office. 

The  IRS  mileage  reimbursement  rate 
has  been  reduced  from  .585  per  mile  to 
.55  per  mile.  The  Board  has  previously 
voted  to  reimburse  mileage  at  the  IRS 
rate.  The  Town  rate  will  be  .55  per  mile 
effective  Jan.  1. 

Surveys  were  sent  to  the  areas  of  town 
not  serviced  by  Time  Warner  Cable.  The 
town  is  currently  in  negotiations  with 
Time  Warner  to  renew  the  cable  contract 
and  to  discuss  the  areas  in  town  that  do 
not  have  access  to  high-speed  internet 
service.  To  date,  more  than  70  of  the  1 19 
surveys  have  been  sent  back,  and  only  two 
indicated  that  those  households  were  not 
interested  in  cable  services. 

Jack  Pollitt  inquired  about  the  grant 
that  had  been  applied  for  to  investigate  a 
merger  or  collaboration  between  Southern 
Berkshire  Regional  School  District  and 
Berkshire  Hills  School  District.  No  new 
information  has  been  received.  Discussion 
ensued  about  the  grant  application. 

1/12 — The  Board  approved  an  applica- 
tion for  a  curb  cut  on  Root  Lane  for 
the  Finnerty/Lanoue  property.  It  was 
noted  that  the  Highway  Superintendent 
and  Police  Chief  had  also  approved  the 
application. 

A  letter  was  received  from  Attorney 
Kathleen  McCormick,  offering  the  town 
a  right  of  first  refusal  on  a  parcel  of  land 
on  Lime  Kiln  Rd.  owned  by  her  clients, 
Mary  and  Anne  Chase.  The  land  is  cur- 
rently held  under  the  provisions  of  MGL 
Chapter  61  A,  which  requires  the  owner 
to  make  such  an  offer  before  they  sell  it  to 
any  other  party.  The  Board  talked  about 
discussions  with  the  Sheffield  Land  Trust 
regarding  the  location  of  this  particular 


parcel  as  it  relates  to  the  entire  property. 
The  Board  voted  not  to  exercise  their 
right  of  first  refusal 

The  Board  held  a  brief  discussion 
about  the  FY10  Annual  Budget,  noting 
that  the  SBRSD  Superintendent  had 
invited  Selectmen  and  Finance  Commit- 
tee members  to  budget  sessions  on  Jan. 
15,  Jan.  22,  and  Feb.  5.  The  firefighter 
appointment  process  was  also  discussed. 

Administrator  Kellogg  noted  that 
he  would  be  attending  a  briefing  session 
to  discuss  the  application  procedure 
for  receiying  reimbursement  from  the 
Federal  Emergency  Management  Agency 
for  costs  incurred  by  the  town  during  the 
Dec.  1 1  ice  storm. 

1/20 — The  Board  voted  to  appoint  Peter 
Rawson  to  the  Ashley  Falls  Historic 
District  Commission  for  a  term  to  expire 
Jun.  30,  2011.  Action  on  the  letter  of 
interest  from  Peter  Cherneff  to  serve  as 
Planning  Board  associate  member  was 
postponed  to  Feb.  2.  Action  on  two  more 
letters  of  interest  will  also  take  place  on 
Feb.  2:  Michael  Citrin  to  the  Housing 
Commission  and  Scott  Smith  to  the 
Board  of  Health. 

The  Board  voted  to  submit  the  FY10 
Selectmen  budget  request  as  presented. 

Criminal  Offender  Record  Informa- 
tion makes  it  possible  for  the  Selectmen's 
office  to  perform  background  checks  on 
liquor  license  applicants  and  applicants 
for  positions  with  the  Library  and  Senior 
Center.  The  town  needs  to  adopt  a  policy 
before  access  to  this  information  is 
granted.  A  policy  has  been  created  from 
a  model  on  the  Criminal  History  System 
Board's  website.  Selectman  Macy  would 
like  Town  Counsel  and  the  Police  Chief 
to  review  the  policy.  Action  on  adoption 
of  this  policy  was  postponed  until  Feb.  2. 


Selectman  Collingwood  inquired 
about  the  remaining  funds  for  snow 
removal.  Discussion  ensued  on  the  snow 
removal  budget. 

Chairman  Hannum  stated  that  the 
plans  for  canoe  access  at  the  Covered 
Bridge  property  are  ready  for  review. 

Three  of  the  new  street  lights  in  the 
Village  Green  have  not  been  working. 
Comalli  Electric  was  the  contractor  for 
the  job,  and  they  repaired  the  lights  today. 
Two  more  that  are  not  working  are  the 
town's  responsibility.  An  electrician  will 
be  contacted  for  the  repairs. 

Common  Cause  annually  reviews  town 
websites  to  determine  whether  they  offer 
adequate  access  to  government  informa- 
tion. Administrator  Kellogg  contacted  the 
organization  to  review  the  town's  website 
and  acknowledge  it  meets  their  require- 
ments. Town  Meeting  warrants  and  results 
have  been  added  to  the  site. 

1/26 — Discussion  ensued  regarding 
two  dogs  on  Home  Rd.  that  ran  into  a 
neighboring  property  and  attacked  a  dog. 
Richard  Boardman,  Sheffield's  animal 
control  officer,  issued  a  $100  citation 
to  the  owner  of  the  nuisance  dogs  and 
required  payment  of  veterinary  costs  for 
the  injured  dog.  One  of  the  dogs  has  left 
the  area  with  its  owner  and  the  remaining 
dog  will  be  contained  in  a  kennel  when 
outside.  Discussion  ensued  regarding  a 
leash  law,  unlicensed  dogs,  size  of  lots  to 
keep  horses  and  creating  a  better  by-law 
for  nuisance  animals.  Boardman  will  refer 
any  complaints  regarding  nuisance  dogs 
to  the  Board. 

Find  phone  numbers,  news,  meeting  min- 
utes and  agendas  at  the  Sheffield  town 
website:  www.shefffield.ma.gov 
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Realtors  &  Developers 

Mary  Alice  Welch 

Broker  Associate 

office  413-528-91 10    fax  413-528-9229 

residence  413-229-7776 

P.O.  Box  909,  Sheffield,  Massachusetts  01257 


PASTEL  -  WATERCOLOR 
OIL  PAINTINGS 

By 

Lois  Van  Cleef 

Casa  Mia  Studio 

Ashley  Falls,  Massachusetts 

413/229-3355 
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Village  Green 


PLANNING  BOARD  NEWS 


During  meetings  from  Oct.  9,  2008, 
through  Feb.  18,  2009,  the  board  con- 
ducted this  business: 

It  endorsed  three  Form  A  applications 
(approval  not  required  for  development). 
Mildred  S.  Pevzner  et  al.  created  two  lots 
from  one  parcel  on  Bow  Wow  Rd.  Susan 
and  Alison  Austin  created  a  .502  acre 
parcel  from  an  existing  three -acre  parcel 
on  the  north  side  of  Root  Lane.  Lyndon 
Developments  LLC  changed  the  property 
lines  between  lots  approved  in  June,  2008, 
on  property  on  the  west  side  of  Route  7 
and  north  of  Lime  Kiln  Rd.  (but  created 
no  new  lots). 

The  board  approved  two  special 
permit  applications  for  signs  larger  than 
those  allowed  by  right,  for  Natural  Habi- 
tat (formerly  Bradford's  Auction  Gallery), 
on  North  Main  St.  and  Grenergy  Solar 
Store  on  Route  7  in  the  Sheffield  Plain. 
If  the  sign  is  to  be  lit,  each  is  required  to 
adhere  to  the  Dark  Skies  International 


lighting  standards.  Commercial  proper- 
ties are  allowed  a  sign  20  square  feet  in 
area  by  right. 

The  board  held  a  public  hearing  on 
Feb.  18  for  a  special  permit  application 
from  Jared  Smith  for  property  located 
at  690  North  Main  St.  (currently  the 
Loring  Gallery)  for  a  light  manufactur- 
ing business  (fine  carpentry  and  cabi- 
netmaking)  and  a  30-square-foot  sign. 
The  board  granted  the  special  permit 
with  several  conditions  attached.  There 
will  be  no  storage  of  materials  outside 
the  building,  the  dumpster  will  be  kept 
out  of  sight  and  Smith  will  need  to  seek 
a  variance  from  the  Zoning  Board  of 
Appeals  for  parking.  If  the  applicant 
wishes  to  light  his  approved  sign,  he 
must  go  back  to  the  Planning  Board, 
which  will  then  add  a  condition  to  ' 
adhere  to  the  Dark  Skies  standards. 

The  board  will  hold  a  public  hearing 
on  Feb.  26  for  a  special  permit  applica- 


tion from  Kevin  Moran  and  CRM 
(City  Moves)  for  property  located  in  the 
Sheffield  Business  Park  on  East  Stahl 
Rd.  for  a  moving  and  storage  facility  and 
office.  (This  is  a  reapplication  for  a  special 
permit  granted  in  Feb.  2006,  which  has 
expired.) 

The  Board  sent  a  letter  to  Rock  Solid, 
which  operates  a  countertop  fabrication 
business  on  Route  7  for  which  it  had 
received  a  special  permit  from  the  Board 
(light  manufacturing  business  and  show- 
room). The  letter  detailed  the  Board's 
concerns  that  Rock  Solid's  dumpster 
placement  and  extensive  outside  storage 
of  raw  materials  may  be  in  violation  of 
the  conditions  attached  to  the  company's 
special  permit.  Building  Inspector  Tom 
Carmody  reported  on  the  initial  cleanup 
that  Rock  Solid  has  implemented  and 
its  plans  for  further  improvement  as  the 
weather  gets  better. 

The  Board  received  required  written 


Are  You  On  The  A-List? 


Those  already  on  the  A-List  know  that  the  Cottages  and  Cobble 
Suites  at  Noble  Horizons  are  the  most  coveted  senior  housing  in 
the  area.  They  also  know  that  these  accommodations  wait  for  no  one. 

Not  long  ago  waiting  until  you  were  75  to  put  your  name  on  the 
A-List  was  fine.  Today,  65  is  none  too  early  and  we  see  that  the  wise 
ones  do  it  at  age  55. 

There  is  no  fee  whatsoever  for  making  an  application  to  Noble 
Horizons.  Your  application  simply  makes  a  place  for  you.  So,  there  is 
everything  to  gain  by  applying  sooner  than  later,  not  to  mention  the 
many  perks  wait  list  people  get. 


Noble 
horizons 


17    COBBLE    ROAD 
SALISBURY,    CT    06068 

860-43  5-985 1      www.nohlehori20ns.org 


To  get  on  the  A-List,  start  today 
with  this  "TO  DO"  list: 


Q  Call  Joy  Martorell  at 
Noble  Horizons 
860-435-985 1,  x  1 88 

□  Schedule  a  tour  of  the 
Cottages  or  Cobble  Suites 


LI  Fill  out  and  return  a  Cottage 
application  with  no  entry  fee 
or  application  fee  to  pay 

□  Get  a  list  of  the  perks 


Equal  Housing  Opportunity 
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notice  that  the  cell  tower  located  on  the 
Larkin  property  off  Route  7  has  changed 
ownership  again;  it  is  now  owned  by  SBA 
Towers  LLC.  No  carrier  or  other  changes 
are  part  of  this  transaction. 

In  February,  the  Planning  Board  and 
Board  of  Selectmen  filled  the  long-vacant 
position  of  Alternate  Member  with  the 
appointment  of  Peter  Cherneff,  a  resident 
who  is  a  practicing  lawyer  in  NY  and 
CT.  Peter's  legal  practice  has  included 
land  use  and  zoning  work,  and  he  has 
appeared  before  many  zoning  boards. 
The  appointment  will  run  through  the 
upcoming  elections  in  May  (see  story  on 
page  1). 

The  Board  filed  its  budget  request, 
annual  report  and  completed  other 
preparations  for  the  Annual  Town  Meet- 
ing in  May  and  the  beginning  of  the  new 
fiscal  year  in  July. 

The  Signage  By-Law  committee  con- 
tinued its  time-consuming  and  meticulous 
work  of  developing  a  revised  sign  by-law 
for  voter  approval.  Committee  members 


met  recendy  with  Tom  Matuszko  of 
Berkshire  Regional  Planning  Commission, 
which  is  providing  technical  assistance  in 
this  work,  as  it  has  over  the  years  in  sup- 
port of  the  board's  by-law  work.  Several 
additional  meetings  are  planned  as  the 
committee  completes  its  review  of  every 
line  in  the  existing  by-laws.  The  overall 
goal  is  to  update  the  signage  section  to 
be  clear  and  concise  in  its  language  as 
well  as  reflective  of  the  changes  that  have 
taken  place  since  the  original  by-laws  were 
adopted  in  1994.  This  committee  meets 
on  the  first  and  third  Wednesday  of  the 
month  at  7pm,  weather  permitting,  and  is 
open  to  the  public 

The  Board  is  looking  into  obtaining  a 
grant  to  assist  in  drafting  zoning  by-laws 
for  renewable  energy.  It  recently  met  with 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  review  the 
status  of  the  Master  Plan  Implementa- 
tion Advisor)'  Committee. 

The  Board  is  sponsoring  four  on-site 
education  workshops  through  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Citizen  Planner  Training 


Collaborative.  Two  courses, "How  to  hold 
the  perfect  public  meeting"  and  "Writing 
reasonable  and  defensible  decisions,"  were 
held  in  January  and  February.  On  March 
9  and  April  13,  at  7pm  in  the  Community 
Room  of  the  Bushnell-Sage  Library,  two 
more  talks  will  be  held:  "Special  permits 
and  variances,"  and"  Vested  rights  and  non- 
conforming structures."  The  workshops 
are  being  led  by  CPTC  trainer  Donald 
Dubendorf,  a  lawyer  in  Williamstown. 
So  far,  members  of  the  Planning  Board, 
ZBA,  Conservation  Commission,  Board 
of  Selectmen  and  School  Committee  have 
attended,  as  well  as  members  of  the  public 
The  workshops  are  being  provided  at  no 
cost  to  the  Town. 

Planning  Board  meetings  are  held 
on  the  second  and  fourth  Thursdays 
of  the  month  at  7pm  in  Town  Hall. 
Notices  of  Special  Permit  hearings 
and  minutes  are  posted  on  the  Town's 
website  (www.sheffieldma.gov).  All  are 
welcome  at  the  meetings. 

— Rene  Wood 


Master  License  Fully  Insured 

#A9383  30  Years  Experience 


Joe  Seward 
&  Sons,  Inc. 

ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING 

-Residential  -Commercial 
-Industrial 


New  Construction 
Landscape  Lighting 
Renovations 
Modular  Homes 

413-229-2561 


Collecting,  Preserving  and  Transmitting 
Sheffield's  History  for  the  future 

The  1774  Dan  Raymond  House  Museum  offers  tours: 

Tuesday,  Wednesday  &  Saturday,  1 1  am  to  4  pm  (May-Oct.) 

Come  explore  the  daily  lives  of  common  people  from  the 

Revolutionary  generation  onward,  including  the  intriguing 

history  of  the  Sheffield  Tory  for  whom  the  house  is  named. 

The  Mark  Dewey  Research  Center  houses  the  town's  early 

archives,  including  tax  &  real  estate  records,  historic 

photographs,  and  genealogical  research.  Open  year  round, 

Monday  &  Friday  1:30-4  pm  and  by  appointment. 

Email:  mdrc@sheffieldhistory.org 

The  1834  Old  Stone  Store  located  on  the  town  green 

functions  as  the  Society's  gift  shop  and  exhibition  space. 

Open  weekends,  Saturday,  10  am  to  2  pm 

&  Sunday,  1 1  am  to  3  pm  (April-Dec.) 

159  Main  Street  |  PO  Box  747  |  Sheffield,  MA  01257 

413.229.2694  |  shs@shefFieldhistory.org 

www.SheffieldHistory.org 
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TOWN  CLERK'S  OFFICE 

Census  forms  due.  If  you  still  have  not  returned  your  census 
form,  please  do  so  as  soon  as  possible.  If  you  did  not  receive 
a  form  but  think  that  you  should  have,  contact  the  Town 
Clerk's  office.  The  information  collected  is  vital  to  compiling 

the  Annual  Street  List,  the  school 
census  and  ultimately  the  2010 
OFFICE  Federal  Census.  It  also  gauges 

state  aid,  veterans'  services,  local 
emergency  services,  jury  lists  and 
aid  to  senior  citizens. 

Dog  licenses.  License  renew- 
als will  take  place  between  March 
1  and  May  1.  If  your  dog  is  six 
months  of  age  or  older,  or  you 
live  in  Sheffield  at  least  30  days 
of  the  year,  licensing  is  required. 
You  can  obtain  a  license  in  person  or  by  mail.  If  your  dog  is 
spayed  or  neutered  the  cost  is  $5.  If  your  dog  is  intact  the 
fee  is  $10.  By  mail:  Send  a  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope, 
with  a  check  payable  to  the  Town  of  Sheffield  and  proof  of 
rabies  vaccination  to:  Town  Clerk,  PO  Box  175,  Sheffield, 
MA  01257. 

The  Boy  Scouts  will  hold  their  annual  rabies  vaccina- 


ASSESSOR'S 
OFFICE 

Tax  bills  coming. 

Fourth  quarter  real- 
estate  and  personal 
property  tax  bills  will 
be  mailed  at  the  end 
of  March. They're  due 
May  I. 


TRANSFER  STATION  HOURS 

Tues.  &  Fri.:  I  pm-4pm;  Sat.:  8am-4pm; 
Sun.:  8:30am-2pm 


tion  clinic  on  Sat.,  Mar.  28,  from  l-3pm  in  the  Town  Hall 
Parking  Lot.  The  cost  per  vaccination  is  $10  (not  including 
licensing  fee).  The  Clerk's  office  will  be  open  during  that 
time  for  licensing  (but  please  do  not  bring  your  pet  into 
the  building). 

Hunting/fishing  licenses.  Licenses  for  2009  can  be 
obtained  year  round.  Please  provide  a  previous  year's  license 
or  a  copy  of  a  hunter  safety  certificate. 


TOWN  PHONE  NUMBERS 

Sheffield  Town  Hall  main  number 

229-7000 

Assessor 

x  155 

Board  of  Selectmen 

x  152 

Building  Inspector 

x  156 

Tax  Collector 

x  153 

Town  Administrator 

x  152 

Town  Clerk 

x  151 

Fire  Dept.  nop-emergency 

229-7032 

Library 

229-7004 

Police  Dept.  non-emergency 

229-8522 

Transfer  Station 

229-7019 

Sheffield  pottery 


American  Made  pottery 


Art  Pottery 

for  the  home, 

for  the  garden, 

for  the  table... 

bennington, 
Simon  Pearce, 
Wedding  and 
Birth  Plates 

Holiday  Sale 


Visit  us  in  person  at 

Sheffield  Pottery 

rt.  7  Sheffield  ma 

Open  7  days 

888.774-2529 


COM 
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TOWN'S  MASTER  PLAN  REVISITED 

On  Feb.  12,  representatives  from  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the 
Planning  Board  met  with  several  members  of  the  Master  Plan 
Implementation  Advisory  Committee  to  assess  Master  Plan  prog- 
ress to  date  and  to  formally  re-activate  the  work  of  the  implementa- 
tion subcommittees. 

At  that  meeting,  the  Implementation  Advisory  Commit- 
tee decided  unanimously  that  the  next  subcommittee  would 
investigate  the  Town  of  Sheffield's  adoption  of  the  Community 
Preservation  Act. 

On  April  7,  representatives  for  the  statewide  Community 
Preservation  Coalition  will  present  information  to  the  Commit- 
tee, Board  of  Selectmen  and  Planning  Board  to  start  this  explora- 
tion. Interested  residents  are  welcome  to  attend  the  meeting,  at 
7pm  at  Town  Hall. 

The  Community  Preservation  Act  allows  communities  to 
direct  specially  allocated  local  surcharge  funds  toward  preserv- 
ing open  space  and  historic  sites  and  creating  affordable  housing 
and  recreational  facilities  with  matching  funds  from  the  state. 
Adopting  the  act  typically  takes  18  to  24  months. 

The  Implementation  Advisory  Committee  is  an  entity 
specified  by  the  formal  master  plan  process  as  part  of  a  town's 
Planning  Board.  In  2006,  Sheffield's  Implementation  Advisory 
Committee  selected  two  areas  to  initially  pursue:  affordable  hous- 
ing and  completion  of  the  town's  Open  Space  and  Recreation 
Plan,  another  formal  planning  document. 

Bart  Elsbach,  representing  the  Planning  Board,  and  Julie 
Hannum,  from  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  were  co-chairs  of  the 
original  Implementation  Advisory  Committee.  Other  mem- 
bers were  Rene  Wood,  also  for  the  Planning  Board,  Tammy 
Blackwell,  Peter  Cherneff,  Harry  Conklin,  Frank  Garretson, 
John  James,  Kathy  Orlando,  Bob  Pasqualina,JohnWightman 
and  Don  Ward.  At  the  Feb.  12  meeting  were  Chris  Tomich, 
Chris  Fulco  and  Dave  Smith,  Sr.,  for  the  Planning  Board;  Julie 
Hannum  for  the  Board  of  Selectmen;  Tammy  Blackwell,  Peter 
Cherneff  and  Kathy  Orlando  from  the  original  committee;  Paul 


CANOE  ACCESS  PLANS  REVISED 
FOR  COVERED  BRIDGE  SITE 

Revised  plans  for  the  improved  canoe  access  site  at  the  Old 
Covered  Bridge  are  expected  by  the  beginning  of  April.  An  ad 
hoc  task  force  prepared  the  application  for  money  from  the 
General  Electric  Natural  Resources  Damages  Fund  admin- 
istered by  the  Housatonic  Valley  Association  and  the  ESS 
Group.The  revisions,  based  on  the  task  force's  suggestions, 
will  be  presented  to  the  task  force  and  the  Board  of  Select- 
men. If  all  goes  well,  construction  will  start  in  the  summer 
and  finish  sometime  in  the  fall. 

The  task  force  includes  representatives  from  the  Town, 
the  Sheffield  Land  Trust.The  Trustees  of  Reservations  and 
a  number  of  interested  citizens. They  met  on  Feb.  2  with 
Dennis  Regan  of  HVA  and  Jeff  Neild  of  the  ESS  Group.The 
Sheffield  site  was  selected  last  fall  as  one  of  five  in  the  county 
that  will  be  funded  with  the  GE  cleanup  money. 


HELP  FROM  REGIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT  GROUP 

David  Rooney,  president  of  the  Berkshire  Economic  Devel- 
opment Corporation,  will  get  to  know  Sheffield  during  a 
daylong  visit  on  March  10.  Rooney  will  meet  with  represen- 
tatives of  different  economic  sectors  as  well  as  be  intro- 
duced to  historical,  ecological,  agricultural  and  business 
aspects  of  the  town  during  a  driving  tour.  He  will  end  his 
day  by  meeting  with  Joe  Kellogg,  Sheffield's  Town  Adminis- 
trator, and  Julie  Hannum,  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 

The  visit,  to  see  how  the  development  corporation  can 
assist  the  town's  economic  development,  comes  out  of  the 
work  last  year  by  the  Economic  Development  Task  Force  to 
develop  a  plan  for  the  town.  Catherine  Miller  and  Rene  Wood, 
two  members  of  the  taskforce  that  developed  the  plan,  met 
Rooney  in  networking  opportunities  provided  by  the  South- 
ern Berkshire  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Berkshire  Regional 
Planning  Commission,  and  invited  him  to  Sheffield. 

The  Berkshire  Economic  Development  Corporation  is 
the  leading  regional  economic  development  organization 
for  Berkshire  County.  Its  mission  is  to  facilitate,  coordinate 
and  lead  collaborative  countywide  economic  development 
efforts.  It  developed  the  Berkshire  Blueprint,  an  action  plan 
that  encourages  cooperative  regional  initiatives  and  focuses 
on  business  issues. 

O'Brien  and  Marilyn  Wightman  from  the  Housing  subcom- 
mittee; and  Anna  James  and  Bill  Connell  from  the  Open  Space 
and  Recreation  subcommittee. 

The  Housing  subcommittee  met  for  over  a  year.  Its  rec- 
ommendations started  with  the  need  to  establish  a  Housing 
Commission.  It  noted  that  "affordable"  housing  as  it  relates 
to  Sheffield   is  better  termed  "workforce"  housing,  since  it's 
intended  for  people  who  live  and  work  in  the  area. 

The  Board  of  Selectmen  placed  an  article  on  the  2008  town 
meeting  warrant  to  establish  a  Housing  Commission,  an  article 
that  was  approved  by  voters.  The  Housing  subcommittee  was 
thanked  for  its  hard  work  and  formally  disbanded. 

Now,  the  Housing  Commission  is  ready  to  work  on  further 
recommendations  of  the  subcommittee,  including  reviewing 
existing  by-laws  and  recommending  changes  that  promote 
workforce  housing,  identifying  appropriate  areas  for  new  hous- 
ing, and  looking  for  regional  solutions  to  housing  needs. 

Marilyn  Wightman  and  Michael  Citrin  have  been  appointed 
to  the  Housing  Commission  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen.  Addi- 
tional volunteers  are  still  being  sought  to  bring  the  commission 
to  five  members.  Two  alternates  may  also  be  appointed. 

The  Open  Space  and  Recreation  Plan  subcommittee  is 
looking  to  complete  the  draft  plan  by  mid- April.  The  draft  will 
then  be  circulated  to  town  boards  and  committees  for  comment. 
Public  comment  will  also  be  solicited  before  the  plan  is  submit- 
ted to  the  state  for  informal  review.  Once  the  Planning  Board 
performs  a  final  review  and  adopts  the  plan,  it  will  be  submitted 
to  the  state  for  official  approval.  Adoption  is  important  in  that 
some  grant  funds  are  available  only  to  towns  that  have  an  up-to- 
date,  state-approved  Open  Space  and  Recreation  Plan. 

In  a  related  development,  the  Board  of  Selectmen  is  looking 
for  volunteers  to  serve  on  a  committee  to  implement  the  Eco- 
nomic Development  Plan  developed  by  the  Economic  Develop- 
ment Task  Force  last  year  (see  box  above).  — Julie  Hannum 
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SPLIT  DECISION  FROM  ZBA  ON  CENTURY  ACQUISITIONS  SITE 


Sheffield's  Zoning  Board  of  Appeals 
concluded  its  deliberations  over  the  Cen- 
tury Acquisitions  site  on  Clayton  Rd.  on 
Jan.  21.  The  No  Asphalt!  Defense  Fund 
had  appealed  the  town  building  inspec- 
tor's decision  on  three  questions.  One 
concerned  whether  Century  Acquisitions 
had  increased  the  hours  and  operations 

Tree  huggers! 

The  Sheffield  Tree  Project  seeks  an 
administrative  assistant  to  help  our 
group  with  some  of  its  organizational 
and  administrative  needs.  Duties 
include  coordinating  donation  appeals, 
tracking  plantings,  managing  a  small 
(but  growing)  database,  improving  the 
website  and  seeking  grants  and  other 
opportunities. This  volunteer  posi- 
tion can  help  build  a  resume.  Hours 
are  very  relaxed,  only  2-3  per  month. 
Please  contact  Tom  Ingersoll  for  more 
information  at  4 1 3-822- 1 602. 


of  its  plant  beyond  what  was  allowed 
when  the  plant's  activities  were  grand- 
fathered as  a  "nonconforming  use"  when 
Sheffield  adopted  its  zoning  laws.  Two 
concerned  whether  the  use  of  the  site  by 
another  company,  B.  Metcalf  Paving,  also 
went  beyond  what  was  allowed. 

On  the  first  issue,  the  ZBA  voted  5-0 
to  deny  the  appeal.  It  held  that  Cen- 
tury Acquisitions  had  not  substantially 
increased  its  hours  of  operations  and  the 
output  of  its  concrete  plant  and  sand  and 
gravel  mine.  ZBA  members  said  there  was 
no  specific  data,  as  opposed  to  anecdotal 
evidence,  to  support  the  property  abutters' 
claims  of  changes  or  negative  effects. 

The  ZBA  voted  4-1  to  grant  the 
appeals  on  the  two  issues  related  to  B. 
Metcalf  Paving.  Four  members  found  that 
Metcalf  Paving's  processing  of  reclaimed 
brick,  concrete  and  asphalt  products  is 
a  new  and  different  use  from  Century's 
current  use  of  the  property.  The  building 


inspector  is  to  require  Century  to  obtain 
a  special  permit  for  such  activities,  with 
the  requirement  that  the  application  be 
made  within  120  days  of  Feb.  18,  the  end 
of  the  decision's  appeal  period. 

The  ZBA  also  voted  4-1  that  Met- 
calf's  stockpiling  of  asphalt  shingles  was 
an  expansion  of  the  nonconforming  use 
and  thus  not  allowed. 

Meanwhile,  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Environmental  Protec- 
tion has  requested  additional  information 
from  Century  Acquisitions  regarding  the 
air-permit  application  Century  filed  with 
the  agency  for  its  previously  proposed 
hot  mix  asphalt  plant  at  the  site.  The 
application  specifies  a  five-ton  batch  plant 
with  an  output  of  360  tons  per  hour 
or  production  not  to  exceed  250,000 
tons  per  year.  As  of  press  time,  Century 
Acquisitions  still  had  not  re-filed  its 
special  permit  application  for  the  asphalt 
plant  with  the  ZBA. 


SANDRA  PRESTON  REAL  ESTATE 

Massachusetts,  Connecticut  &.  New  York  Properties 

Representing  Buyers  and  Sellers  in  the  Tri- 
State  area  for  over  30  years.  If  you  are  plan- 
ning to  buy  or  sell,  please  contact  us.  Our 
office  is  open  7  days  a  week.  We  are  members 
of  the  Berkshire  Board  of  Realtors  and  their 
Multiple  Listing  Service  as  well  as  the  Li- 
tchfield County  Board  and  their  MLS.  Visit 
our  website  at  www.sandraprestonrealestate. 
com,  e-mail:  pressa@verizon.net,  or  just  call 
us  at  413-229-2077. 

575  Sheffield  Plain,  (Route  7) 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

Sandra  Preston,  Broker,  GRI,  CRS 


ISG00D  REALTY 


490  MAIN  STREET 

GREAT  BARRINGT0N,  MA  01230 

BUS:  (413)  528-2040 

FAX:  (413)  528-6516 

RES:  (413)  229-8829 

isgood@vgernet.net 


ANN  MORELU  SMITH 
SALES  ASSOCIATE 


CARL  VAN  DEUSEN 

ELECTRICIAN  -  MA  LIC.  #36403E 

HEATING /AIR  CONDITIONING 

MA  LIC.  #BU024769  /  CT  LIC.  #353948 

OVER  30  YEARS  EXPERIENCE  IN  THE  TRADES 

ZENEX  CENTRAL  VACUUM  SYSTEMS 

AUTHORIZED  DISTRIBUTOR  -  SALES,  SERVICE, 

INSTALLATION 

PHONE:  413-229-8624 
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HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  NEWS  AND  EVENTS 

The  Mark  Dewey  Research  Center  has  "The  Portraiture  of  Carrie  Smith 

acquired  early  19r"  century  letters  writ-       Lorraine"  (1868-1935).  Joanna  Jen- 
ten  from  Sheffield  to  family  members  in      nings,  the  Society  Administrator,  will 
Connecticut.  The  collection  sheds  light       give  a  presentation  focusing  on  the 
on  what  it  was  like  to  live  in  Sheffield 
nearly  200  years  ago. 

Ralph  and  Maria  Fox  Little,  local 
merchants,  lived  in  a  Greek  Revival  build- 
ing on  the  site  of  what  is  now  Gretta's 


Market.  Maria  was  from  East  Haddam, 
CT,  and  most  of  the  letters  were  written 
to  her  sisters  there.  Descendents  of  the 
Little  family  lived  in  the  Dan  Raymond 


life,  times,  and  work  of  Carrie  Smith 
Lorraine,  Sheffield's  first  professional 
woman  photographer. 

Souvenir  postal  cards  with  Berkshire 
views  wejre  her  specialty,  and  she  went 
on  to  document  local  architecture; 
domestic  and  pastoral  scenes;  portraits 
of  individuals,  families  and  workers; 
town  and  travel  scenes;  animals  and 


House,  now  the  Society's  headquarters,  in    agriculture;  and  transportation  and 
the  late  19th  century.  school  children,  creating  a  composite 

The  letters  relay  the  mundane  details     portrait  of  life  during  a  transitional 


of  life  along  with  dramas  such  as  Ruth 
Kellogg,  age  95,  burning  to  death  in 
her  room,  or  the  death  of  a  baby  who 
"has  turns  of  looking  purple  or  almost 
black."  Maria's  son  Robert  was  run  over 
by  a  wagon. "His  pa  fortunately  saw 
the  wagon  from  the  store  door,"  Maria 
wrote.  "When  I  was  near  him  ran  & 
called  to  the  driver  but  he  didn't  hear 


period  in  Sheffield  history.  The  Sheffield 
Historical  Society  holds  1,000  of  her 
glass  plate  negatives,  a  collection  that 
makes  up  the  significant  portion  of  the 
photographic  archives  of  the  town. 

This  talk  focuses  on  her  portraits, 
of  townspeople  and  guests  who  came 
to  stay  at  her  family's  boarding  house, 
Orchard  Shade,  on  Maple  Ave.  (now 


him  nor  see  Robert  till  the  instant  his  pa     the  Sheffield  Inn).  Early  photographic 


reached  him." 

As  with  other  Society  archives,  the 
letters  are  available  for  research  for  those 
interested  in  learning  more  about  life  in 
Sheffield's  past. 


processes  will  be  discussed  that  relate 
to  Lorraine's  oeuvre  and  how  it  fits  into 
the  tradition  of  Victorian  and  Edward- 
ian portrait  photography.  Jennings,  a 
new  resident  of  Sheffield,  is  an  award- 


(Thanks  to  James  Miller  and  his  article     winning  visual  artist  who  studied 


in  the  Society's  spring  newsletter.) 

Upcoming  events  include: 

"Sheffield  Planting  Schemes." 

Local  horticulturist,  writer,  and  lecturer, 
Ron  Kujawski,  author  of  the  popular 
"Gardener's  Checklist"  Berkshire  Record 
column  and  the  Berkshire  Eagle's 
Berkshire  Garden  Journal,"  will  give  a 
presentation  on  plants  and  flowers  that 
will  thrive  in  your  Sheffield  garden.  A 
resident  of  Great  Barrington,  Kujawski 
is  retired  from  UMass  Extension,  where 
he  spent  30  years  as  a  nursery  specialist 
in  the  Landscape,  Nursery  and  Urban 
Forestry  program.  Prior  to  his  work 
there,  he  developed  and  directed  the 
Environmental  Studies  program  at  Bard 
College  at  Simon's  Rock.  The  program 
will  take  place  Fri.,  Mar.  13,  at  7:30pm 
in  Dewey  Memorial  Hall. 


photography  at  Bard  College  at  Simon's 
Rock.  The  program  will  be  Fri.,  Apr. 
10,  7:30pm  in  Dewey  Memorial  Hall. 

"Confessions  of  a  Revolutionay 
Loyalist  Couple."  Jonathan  and  Lisa 
Reynolds,  Revolutionary  re-enactors 


Carrie  Smith  Lorraine 

will  present  a  program  at  the  Dan  Ray- 
mond House.  Fri.,  May  8,  7:30pm. 

Annual  meeting  and  talk.  Grieg 
Siedor  will  give  a  talk  to  commemorate 
the  65"1  anniversary  of  World  War  II's 
Battle  of  Midway  at  the  Society's  annual 
meeting.  Dewey  Memorial  Hall,  Fri., 
June  12,  7:30pm. 

Five  Friends  Art  Exhibit.  Back  for 
a  fourth  year  in  the  Stone  Store  exhibit 
space  are  works  by  five  local  painters: 
Walter  Bogard,  Hans  Heuberger,  Sean 
Ryder,  Lois  Ryder  and  Lois  Van  Clef.  The 
show  will  complement  the  Housatonic 
Valley  Art  League's  annual  juried  show 
held  at  the  same  time  in  Dewey  Hall.  Fri., 
June  26-Sun.,  July  12.  The  opening  recep- 
tion is  Sat.,  June  27,  l-3pm. 

Society  meetings  are  free  and  open 
to  the  public.  Light  refreshments  will  be 
served.  For  further  information,  con- 
tact the  Sheffield  Historical  Society  at 
229.2694  or  visit  the  website  at 
www.sheffieldhistory.org. 


CARLSON  PROPANE 

Division  Of  Carlson  Heating  &  Air  Conditioning 

HEATING  SOUTHERN  BERKSHIRE  COUNTY  FOR  OVER  20  YEARS 
RESIDENTIAL*  COMMERCIAL  £Q 

SALES        SERVICE        INSTALLATION  ~ 


EMERGENCY^-  AUTOMATIC  DELIVERY 

SERVICE    ^-         HEAT*  HOT  WATER 'GENERATOR  §jh 

COOKING 'POOL  HEATER  'Eg 

(413)  229-3328  Or  (800)  542-2422     gm| 

79  Pike  Rd  Sheffield 
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PROFILE:  BERKSHIRE  MOUNTAIN  DISTILLERS 

A  powerful  demonstration  of  the  "trickle 
down"  theory  occurs  in  Sheffield  every 
day  of  the  week  at  Chris  Weld's  Berkshire 
Mountain  Distillers.  Deep  inside  a  gambrel 
barn  at  the  historic  Soda  Springs  Farm 
on  the  east  side  of  the  Housatonic  River 
valley  Chris  oversees  a  two-story  complex 
of  fermenters  and  stainless  steel  holding 
tanks  piped  to  stately  absorption  columns. 
Starting  with  645-pound  drums  of  pure 
molasses  or  vats  of  cooked  corn  and  grain 
mash,  he  adds  some  yeast  and  gradually 
fractionates  the  brew  down  to  the  essential 
rum,  vodka  or  gin  lying  within. 

The  company's  first  commercial  bot- 
tlings  took  place  in  May  2008,  after  three 
years  of  rebuilding  the  barn,  installing 
machinery  and  testing  formulas.  Chris 
hired  brewmaster  Colin  Coan,  formerly 
of  the  Barrington  Brewey  in  Great  Bar- 
rington,  to  help  him  keep  track  of  critical 
timing  and  temperatures.  When  Chris  is 
ofFthe  premises,  he  is  crisscrossing  the 

state  and  beyond  to  offer  his  micro-distill-    Chris  Weld  and  some 
ery  creations  to  liquor  stores,  restaurants, 
caterers  and  special  event  planners. "Estab- 
lishing brand  consciousness  is  our  big  challenge,"  he  explains. 
"Consumers  have  been  drenched  for  decades  by  advertisements 
from  the  mass-market  distillers.  They  have  incredible  distribu- 
tion networks,  and  they  are  masters  at  marketing.  They  sell 
more  cases  in  a  day  than  I  do  in  a  year.  Yet,  when  we  do  a  blind 
taste  test  of  our  product  against  leading  brands,  we  do  better." 

Indeed,  at  a  recent  blind  face -off  conducted  by  the  Beverage 
Testing  Institute,  the  Berkshire  Mountain  vodka  won  the  gold 
medal.  The  judges'  citation  read:  "Clear.  Mild  honeydew  and 
cream  aromas.  A  supple  entry  leads  to  dryish  medium  body 
with  hints  of  eucalyptus  honey.  Finishes  with  a  peppery,  light 
minty  fade.  Excellent." 

The  distillery's  slogan  is  "Think  Globally.  Drink  Locally."  So 
far,  its  three  labels  are  Ice  Glen  Vodka,  Ragged  Mountain  Rum 
and  Greylock  Gin. "What  makes  our  product  unique?  It's  partly 
the  water  we  use,"  says  Chris.  "Our  springs  here  have  been  famous 
for  over  a  century  for  purity  and  sweet  taste.  Then  we  utilize  our 
proprietary  organic  yeast  strains.  We  proof  custom  batches.  Our 
gin  for  instance  is  known  for  its  ethereal  flavor.  We  infuse  it  with 
seven  botanicals  including  juniper,  spearmint  and  lemon.  Once 
people  try  it,  and  compare  it,  they  want  to  buy  it." 

Chris's  interest  in  distilling  is  long-standing.  "It  all  started  in 
the  eighth  grade,"  he  recalled.  "Junior  high  chemistry.  I  observed 
fermenting  yeast  eat  up  sugar  and  throw  off  carbon  dioxide  and 
alcohol.  The  alcohol  could  be  condensed  down  and  collected. 
Being  more  volatile  than  water,  it  evaporates  sooner  with  heat. 
"I  was  hooked  on  science.  When  I  got  to  college  I  took  four 
ologies'  every  semester." 
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of  the  equipment  at  his  distillery. 

Chris  and  his  wife,  Tyler,  lived  in  northern  California  for 
15  years  before  coming  to  Sheffield.  "The  environment  there 
encouraged  local  artisan  craftsmanship,"  he  said. "I  was  work- 
ing in  an  emergency  room  as  a  physician's  assistant.  Tyler  is  an 
architect.  We  wanted  to  move  east  for  family  reasons.  I  grew 
up  in  northern  Westchester  County;  I  was  a  Foxfire  kid  who 
wanted  to  farm." 

He  continued/For  several  summers  we  drove  around 
looking  at  properties  from  New  York  State  to  New  Hamp- 
shire and  Maine.  When  we  found  Soda  Springs  Farm,  we 
knew  we  were  home.  The  Berkshires  is  at  the  hub,  a  great 
place  to  raise  our  three  children.  There's  also  a  state  law  that 
passed  in  2002  allowing  farm  distilleries.  It  all  came  together." 

As  the  fourth  legal  farm  distillery  in  the  state,  and  the  first 
in  Berkshire  County  since  Prohibition,  Berkshire  Mountain 
is  poised  to  expand  its  output  to  cordials  and  whiskies  and 
perhaps  even  bourbon  to  capitalize  on  a  growing  interest  in 
boutique  spirits.  Chris  has  installed  racks  of  oak  barrels  for 
storage  and  aging  in  the  scant  space  remaining  in  his  barn.  He  is 
considering  adding  more  warehousing  and  bottling  capacity. 

Chris  intends  that  his  venture  augment  local  economies. 
One  of  the  many  venues  carrying  his  products  is  Silk's  Variety, 
in  the  center  of  town.  Farmer  George  Beebe  fills  up  the  distill- 
ery corn  silo,  and  Chris  invites  inquiry  from  area  purveyors  of 
barleys  and  grains.  Various  contractors  are  bringing  the  farm 
itself  up  to  speed. 

For  more  about  Berkshire  Mountain  Distillers,  you  can  tap  into 
the  company's  website  at  www.berkshiremountaindistillers.com. 

— Fred  Gordon 


LAND  TRUST  WINTER  LECTURE 

It  was  standing  room  only  at  the  Sheffield  Land  Trust's  11th 
annual  Winter  Lecture  on  Feb.  28.  This  year's  topic  was  "Green 
Energy  For  Homeowners." 

Architect  Bruce  Fowle,  whose  projects  include  the  Conde 
Nast  Building  on  Times  Square  and  an  ultra-green  home  for  the 
Housatonic  River  Museum  to  be  built  in  Pittsfield,  moderated  a 
panel  that  included  architect  Allan  Shope,  Alan  Silverstein  from 
the  Center  for  Ecological  Technology  in  Pittsfield, 
Brian  Torrico  from  Grenergy  Solar  Store  in  Shef- 
field and  Sheffield  homeowner  Don  Reinauer,  who 
recendy  added  photo  voltaic  panels  to  the  roof  of 
his  house.  After  the  presentations  and  questions 
from  the  audience,  the  Land  Trust's  famous  after- 
noon tea  with  homemade  refreshments  was  served. 

People  in  the  audience  learned  about  Shope's 
own  Listening  Rock  Farm  and  Environmental 
Education  Center,  a  demonstration  house  built 
into  the  earth  in  Wassaic,  NY,  and  Reinauer  s 
experience  living  in  and  retrofitting  an  energy- 
efficient  house  that  sends  excess  power  back  to 
the  grid.  The  audience  clapped  when  he  showed 
his  November  electricity  bill  for  $1.25.  Rein- 
auer's  system  was  installed  by  Grenergy. 

Silverstein  spoke  about  energy-efficiency 
programs  available  to  homeowners  and  landlords, 


The  Sheffield  Land  Trust  celebrates  its  20th  anniversary  in 
2009!  Watch  for  news  of  special  events. 


including  information  about  cash  incentives  and  rebates  for 
insulation,  air  sealing  and  heating  upgrades.  (See  www.cetonline. 
org.)  The  panel  agreed  on  two  easy  energy-saving  steps:  turn  out 
the  lights  when  you  leave  a  room,  and  get  an  energy  audit. 


Bruce  Fowle  speaking  at  the  Land  Trust's  Winter  Lecture.  Panelists,  from  left: 
Allan  Shope,  Brian  Torrico,  Don  Reinauer  and  Alan  Silverstein. 


KIWANIS  NEWS  AND  EVENTS 

Raffle  winners.  The  9th  Annual  Kiwanis 
Scholarship  Truck  Raffle  concluded  on 
Valentine's  night  when  the  winning  three 
tickets  were  drawn  at  a  dinner  party  in 
the  lounge  at  the  Bridge  Restaurant. 
The  lucky  winners  were  Eddie  Ayala  of 
Springfield,  first  place;  Steve  Strzepka 
of  Walpole,  MA,  second  place;  and  John 
Daniels  of  Great  Barrington,  third  place. 
Just  over  800  tickets  were  sold. 

The  profits  from  this  project  go 
directly  into  the  special  scholarship 
endowment  fund.  Once  again,  Kiwanis 
sends  a  hearty  thank  you  to  the  many 
loyal  supporters  of  our  efforts,  especially 
this  year  when  the  money  has  such 
significance.  We  deeply  appreciate  your 
continued  patronage. 

Other  recent  events.  The  January 
Pancake  Brunch  Extravaganza  was 
the  most  successful  we've  had  thus  far. 
Profits  from  this  annual  event  go  toward 
funding  teacher  grant  requests  from  our 
two  school  districts.  School  budgets 
are  tight,  and  many  teachers  have  taken 
advantage  of  this  Kiwanis  program. 
Even  though  we  had  sizable  profits  this 
year,  the  number  of  applications  has 
nearly  doubled,  and  unfortunately  not 


all  can  be  filled.  To  include  as  many  as 
possible,  some  grants  will  be  less  than 
what  was  requested. 

The  Kiwanis  turn  for  working  at  the 
Breaking  Bread  Soup  Kitchen  at  the 
American  Legion  Hall  in  Sheffield  was 
Feb.  5.  The  number  fed  at  these  Thursday 
night  free  meals  varies  from  season  to 
season.  The  winter  months  have  attracted 
as  many  as  80.  Six  young  women  from 
Simon's  Rock  volunteered  to  serve,  and 
they  became  interested  in  helping  with 
more  Kiwanis  activities. 

Dice  game  for  charity.  The  club  also 
holds  "Bunco  Nights"  in  our  meeting 
room  at  The  Bridge.  This  dice  competi- 
tion has  many  winners  who  get  prizes 
from  the  $10  entry  fee.  Half  of  the  kitty 
goes  toward  defraying  the  food  expenses 
of  the  soup  kitchen.  The  next  scheduled 
Bunco  Night  is  for  Sat.,  Mar.  14,  at  7pm. 
The  public  is  invited.  We'll  teach  you  the 
game  if  you've  never  played. 

Little  League.  The  Sheffield  Kiwanis 
Little  League  program  has  decided  to 
merge  with  the  Great  Barrington  group. 
Jim  Collingwood,Jim  Kern,  President 
Patty  Hardisty  and  Steve  Shmulsky  have 
had  extensive  meetings  with  the  Bar- 


rington group  to  iron  out  fund-raising, 
team  assignments,  playing  fields,  refresh- 
ment commitments  and  other  details  that 
make  for  a  successful  baseball  season. 
Our  four  teams  will  comprise  the  South 
Division  while  the  Barrington  groups  are 
the  North  Division.  The  merger  affords 
teams  increased  competition  opportuni- 
ties and  more  playing  fields.  Try-outs  and 
registration  for  the  South  teams  will  be 
held  in  the  Mount  Everett  Gym  on  Wed., 
Mar.  25,  6-8pm.  Watch  the  local  news- 
papers and  Shopper's  Guide  for  other 
league  announcements. 

New  members.  Adam  and  Danielle 
Trivilino  have  joined  the  Sheffield  Club. 
We  welcome  them  as  the  newest  mem- 
bers of  Kiwanis.  Watch  for  other  new 
membership  opportunities  soon.  Our 
committee,  headed  by  Dave  Johnson,  is 
working  to  recruit  new  volunteers  to  help 
with  our  charitable  tasks. 

If  you  have  an  interest  in  the 
Kiwanis  Club,  just  appear  at  any  one 
of  our  Tuesday  dinner  meetings  at  The 
Bridge  restaurant.  Dinner  is  at  6:30pm 
followed  by  the  business  meeting  at 
7:15.  Hope  to  see  you  soon. 

— Dick  Goodwin 
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Organizations  &  Businesses 


EARLY  SPRING  AT  BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE 


Cobble  spring  wonders:  hepatica,  above, 
and  skunk  cabbage,  above  right. 


Bartholomew's  Cobble  is  a  wonderful 
place  to  catch  the  first  glimpse  of  spring. 
For  the  second  year  in  a  row,  there  will 
be  a''Wildnower-of-the-Week"  posted 
on  the  porch  of  the  nature  museum,  with 
photographs  by  volunteer  Pamela  Wyeth, 
two  of  which  are  shown  here.  The  posting 
will  give  hikers  a  preview  of  what  you  will 
find  as  you  head  out  on  the  trails. 

According  to  Bartholomew's  Cobble 
ranger  Rene  Wendell,  the  first  "bloom" 
you  can  expect  to  see  is  the  skunk  cab- 
bage, which  appears  in  March  or  sooner, 
followed  by  delicate  hepatica  blossoms 
as  April  draws  closer.  Skunk  cabbage  is 
interesting,  says  Wendell,  in  that  it  main- 
tains a  temperature  27  degrees  warmer 
than  its  surroundings,  enough  to  melt  its 
way  up  through  the  ice  in  the  swampy 
areas  it  inhabits. 


Admission  to  the  Bartholomew's 
Cobble  trails  and  nature  museum  are  free 
for  Sheffield  residents,  and  donations  are 
gratefully  accepted.  Dogs  are  asked  to 
stay  at  home.  Directions  and  a  full  cal- 
endar of  events  for  the  Berkshires  can  be 
found  at  www.thetrustees.org.  Volunteers 
are  always  welcome. 


BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE  AND  ASHLEY  HOUSE  EVENTS 


Hot  Chocolate  Saturdays 

Saturdays  through  March,  I0am-4pm.  Climb  Hurlburt's  Hill, 
then  slip,  slide,  sled,  ski,  or  trek  to  the  Visitor's  Center  for  free 
hot  drinks.  Members  and  Sheffield  residents:  free.  Nonmem- 
bers:free  with  admission. 

BigTrees  of  the  Cobble  (New) 

Sat,  Mar.  7, 2-3:30pm. There  are  some  huge  trees  here.  Enjoy 
them  on  a  two-mile  hike  or  snowshoe.  Members:  individual, 
$4;  family,  $  1 2.  Nonmembers:  individual,  $6;  family,  $  1 5.  Please 
pre-register. 

Springtime  in  Weatogue  Valley 

Fri.,  Mar.  20, 7-8pm.  Join  The  Trustees  of  Reservations  to 
celebrate  spring  at  the  Douglas  Library  on  Main  St.  in  Canaan, 
CT.  Enjoy  a  slide  show  of  spring  wildflowers  at  the  Cobble 
and  a  reading  of  quotations  by  Hal  Borland  set  to  music.  Free; 
donations  gratefully  accepted  to  help  protect  farmland  in  a 
landscape  celebrated  by  Hal  Borland's  I940s-70s  editorials 
for  the  New  York  Times. 

Vernal  Equinox  Walk  (New) 

Sat.  Mar.  2 1 ,  2-3:30pm.  Celebrate  the  end  of  winter  on  a 
leisurely  guided  walk  along  the  Hal  Borland  trail,  searching 
for  the  first  signs  of  spring,  or  stop  by  this  weekend  to  enjoy 
Hal  Borland  quotations  about  spring  posted  along  the  trails. 

Bartholomew's  Cobble,  a  329-acre  property  ofTlie  Trustees  of 
Reservations  with  five  miles  of  trails,  is  located  on  Weatogue 
Rd.  in  Ashley  Falls.  It's  open  year-round,  daily,  sunrise  to  sun- 
set. The  Visitor's  Center  is  open  9am-4:30pm  (closed  Sundays 
and  Mondays,  Dec.  to  March).  From  Rt.  7  in  the  center  of 
Sheffield,  travel  south  and  turn  right  on  Rt.  7 A  and  follow  for 


Members:  Individual  $4;  Family  $  1 2.  Nonmembers:  Individual 
$6;  Family  $  1 5.  Please  pre-register. 

Eco-Volunteers 

Thursdays  in  April,  9am-noon.  Give  a  hand  sprucing  up  the 
trails  and  help  us  get  a  handle  on  the  garlic  mustard  early  in 
season,  before  it  has  a  chance  to  spread.  Free,  but  call  to  let 
us  know  you're  coming. 

Life  in  the  Vernal  Pools 

Sat.,  Apr.  18,  I  (Dam-noon.  We'll  look  for  egg  masses  of  wood 
frogs  and  salamanders,  fairy  shrimp  and  fingernail  clams,  and 
learn  about  the  ecology  of  these  complex  natural  commu- 
nities. Come  prepared  to  get  wet  and  muddy.  Please  pre- 
register.  Members:  individual,  $4;  family  $  1 0.  Nonmembers: 
individual,  $6;  family,  $  1 5.  Please  pre-register. 

Dusk  Walk 

Sat., Apr.  1 8, 6:45-8: 1 5pm. Venture  out  for  spring  frogs  and 
courting  woodcocks.  Members/nonmembers:  individual,  $5; 
family,  $  1 0.  Pre-register. 

Coming  in  May  and  June 

Mother's  Day  Wildflower  Walk  and  Tea  (May  10),  Wild  Edibles 
Extravaganza  (May  16),  Memorial  Day  Canoe  Trip  (May  25), 
Bobolinks  Walk  (Jun.  20),  Father's  Day  Canoe  Trip  (jun.2l). 

0.5  mile.  Turn  right  on  Rannapo  Rd.  and  follow  for  1.5  mile. 
Turn  right  on  Weatogue  Rd.  to  the  entrance  and  parking  on 
the  left.  Regular  admission  is  free  for  members  of  the  Trustees 
of  Reservations  and  Sheffield  residents.  Non-members:  $5  per 
adult,  $1  per  child.  To  register  for  events,  call  229-8600  or 
email  bcobble@ttor.org. 
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THE  NATURE  CONSERVANCY  NEWS 


Workshop  for  landowners  and  land- 
scape consultants.  The  Landowner 
Incentive  Program  provides  financial 
and  technical  assistance  to  landowners 
interested  in  restoring  and  maintaining 
wildlife  habitat  on  their  property.  Own- 
ers or  managers  of  any  privately  owned 
or  municipally  owned  land  (including 
land  trusts,  conservation  organizations, 
and  municipalities)  are  eligible  to  apply. 
The  program  is  a  great  opportunity  for 
landowners  to  receive  technical  and 
financial  assistance  to  help  them  manage 
their  property. 

Speakers  will  address  how  the  grant 
application  process  works  as  well  as 
when  and  how  to  apply  to  the  program. 
The  free  hour-long  presentation  will 
take  place  at  the  Bushnell-Sage  Library 
on  Sat.,  Mar.  14,  at  10am.  It's  free  and 
open  to  the  public.  For  more  informa- 
tion, visit  www.nature.org/Berkshire  or 
call  229-0232  x229. 


Invasive  plant  removal*  Jess  Toro, 
Conservation  Program  Manager  of  The 
Nature  Conservancy,  will  be  speaking 
about  Invasive  Plant  Removal  as  part 
of  Project  Native's  Native  Knowledge 
Conference  on  Sat.,  April  25,  at  Monu- 
ment Mountain  Regional  High  School 
in  Great  Barrington. 

Toro  is  one  of  the  session  speak- 
ers, which  also  includes  Russ  Cohen 
from  Native  Edibles.  Keynote  speak- 
ers will  be  entomologist  and  author 
Douglas  Tallamy,  who  has  received 
a  great  deal  of  publicity  and  praise 
for  his  recent  book  entitled  Bringing 
Nature  Home,  as  well  as  William  Cul- 
lina,  botanist  and  author  of  several 
gardening  books,  including  his  latest, 
Understanding  Perennials,  which  is 
due  out  in  April. 

For  more  information  or  to  reserve 
tickets  visit  www.projectnative.org. 

— Allison  Lassoe 


AUDUBON  DAY  CAMP 

Registration  for  the  Pleasant  Valley 
Natural  History  Day  Camp  has  begun 
for  summer  2009.  Kids  can  explore  and 
observe  within  1,300  acres  of  forest, 
meadow,  brook,  pond  and  mountain 
summit  while  enjoying  group  activities 
among  new  friends.  The  sessions  are 
from  9:30am  to  3pm.  Children  ages  6-7 
attend  a  one-week  session.  Campers  ages 
8-13  attend  a  two-week  session  with  one 
overnight.  For  younger  children,  ages  4 
and  5,  we  will  offer  a  mid-summer  camp 
of  an  abbreviated  day,  lOam-noon  for 
four  days,  Mon.-Thurs. 

The  sessions  include  a  snack  and 
additional  teacher  assistance.  Parents 
are  welcome  to  stay  and  share  the  fun. 
Call  for  an  application  form  or  download 
forms  at  www.massaudubon.org  and  click 
on  the  "camp"  link.  Berkshire  Wildlife 
Sanctuaries,  Massachusetts  Audubon 
Society,  472  West  Mountain  Road, 
Lenox,  MA  01240, 413-637-0320. 
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DEVRIES  BUILDING  SUPPLY  HOSTS  SEMINAR  FOR  CONTRACTORS 

On  Feb.26,  DeVries  Building  Supply  hosted 
another  in  its  popular  series  of  seminars  on 
the  Massachusetts  Building  Code.  Tins  session 
focused  on  provisions  applying  to  one-  and 
two-family  homes.  Featured  speakers  included 
the  Sheffield  building  inspector,  Tom  Carmody, 
and  his  counterpart  at  the  state  level,  Gordon 
Bailey.  More  than  50  contractors,  designers, 
architects  and  others  filled  the  meeting  room  in 
Town  Hall.foan  DeVries  was  delighted  with 
the  turnout.  "The  participants  learned  a  lot  in 
three  hours — a  good  thing  because  the  number 
of  amendments  and  additions  to  the  Code  are 
constantly  growing,"  she  said. 


REAL  ESTATE  TRANSFERS 


December 
17 


Joseph  S.  Cowen  to  Geoffrey  C  .  and  Jeanette  Gavroy- 
Kudlick,  property  at  33  Kellogg  Rd.,  $2 1 7,500. 

1 8  Gary  M.  Gilligan,  Successor  Trustee  of  MJG  Nominee 

Trust  to  Judith  G.  Schnurr,  property  at  Bow  Wow  Rd., 
$415,000. 

1 8  Mildred  S.  Pevzner,  Executrix,  will  of  J.  Pevzner  to 

The  Sheffield  Land  Trust,  property  at  Bow  Wow  Rd., 
$709,000. 

18  The  Sheffield  Land  Trust  to  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 

setts,Amendment  to  existing  agricultural  preservation 
restriction,  property  at  Bow  Wow  Rd.,  $272,000. 

18  The  Sheffield  Land  Trust  to  Mack-Dobson  LLC,  property 

at  Bow  Wow  Rd.,  $256,000. 


1 8  The  Sheffield  Land  Trust  to  Anna  M.  Mack,  property  at 
489  Bow  Wow  Rd.,  $86,500. 

19  The  Bank  of  New  York  to  Robert  W  Jr.  and  Patricia  J. 
Stevens,  property  at  27 1  Clayton  Rd.,  $  1 46,750. 

22  Gilbert  W  Sutcliffe  to  Dawn  E.  Hudlow,  property  at  1874 

Home  Rd,.  $292,000. 
3 1  John  J.  Ullrich.Trustee,  Robert  Ullrich  Realty  Trust  to 

Cory  J.  and  Erica  S.  McLaughlin,  property  at  479  Sheffield 

Plain,  $110,000. 

January 

1 3  Sheffield  Grange  No.  224,  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  Inc.  to 

Michael  Buchanan  and  Garry  Shelto,  property  at  370 
Sheffield  Plain,  $200,000. 


FIRE  LOG- 

January 

3  Auto  accident  with  entrapment.Time  out  6:5 1  pm. 
Time  in  8:37pm. 

4  Mutual  aid  for  Canaan,  CT.Time  out  1 0:27am. Time  in 
12:58pm. 

10  Chimney  fire  on  S.  Main  St.Time  out  2:29pm. Time  in 

3:30pm. 
I  I  Chimney  fire  on  Home  Rd.Time  out  1 :09pm. Time  in 

1:35pm 
I  I  False  alarm  at  Old  Parish  Church.Time  out  9: 1  I  am. 

Time  in  9:41am. 
19  False  alarm  on  County  Rd.Time  out  2:45pm. Time  in 

2:53pm. 
25  False  alarm  on  N.  Undermountain  Rd.Time  out 

2:09pm. Time  in  2:33pm. 


-Rick  Boardman,  Chief 

26  Structure  fire  in  Ashley  Falls. Time  out  6:52am. Time 
in  1 1:23am. 

27  Fire  alarm  on  Miller  Ave. Time  out  8:00am. Time  in 
8:15am. 

3 1  Car  accident  on  Hewins  St.Time  out  8:35pm. Time  in 

9:42pm. 

February 

9  Assist  Police  Dept.  on  Oak  St.Time  out  1 :56pm. Time 

in  2:28pm. 
9  Burned  food  at  79  Main  StTime  out  8: 1 8pm. Time  in 

8:42pm. 
1 3  Burned  food  at  261  E.  Main  St., Ashley  Falls. Time  out 

5: 1 7pm. Time  in  5:34pm. 
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Calendar  Page 


March 

9  Dixon  Observatory  re-opens  (p.  3) 

9  Eastman  radio  show  debut,  7pm  (p.  1 0) 

18  Knitting  group,  6pm,  Library;  also  April  I  &  15  (p.  13) 

1 4  Landowner  Incentive  Program  talk,  1 0am,  Library  (p.  25) 

1 9  Deadline  to  obtain  papers  for  town  office  (p.  I) 
21  Pruning  workshop,  1 0am,  Library  (p.  1 3) 

21  Community  Health  Baby  Fair,  I  pm,  CHP  center  (p.  8) 

23  Deadline  to  file  for  town  office  (p.  I) 

24  Youth  Coalition  forum,  7pm,  Berkshire  South  (p.  6) 
27  Talk  on  writing,  5pm,  Library  (p.  1 3) 

27  RUNA  concert  7:30pm,  Dewey  Hall  (p.  1 0) 

28  Rabies  clinic,  I  pm.Town  Hall  parking  lot  (p.  1 8) 

April 

4  Dog  training  program,  1 0am,  Library  (p.  1 3) 

8  Folk  music,  7:30pm,  Dewey  Hall  (p.  4) 

8  PASSOVER  BEGINS  AT  SUNDOWN 

12  EASTER 

15  DEADLINE  FORTHE  MAY/JUNE  ISSUE 

1 7  Book  talk,  7pm,  Library  (p.  1 3) 

18  Garden  talk,  1 0am,  Library  (p.  1 3) 

25  Conference  on  native  plants  (p.  25) 

May 

1  Fourth  quarter  real-estate  taxes  due. 

2  Community  Health  consignment  sale  starts  (p.  8) 
4  TOWN  MEETING 

1 1  TOWN  ELECTIONS 


See  also  the  listings  for  Sheffield  Historical  Society  (p.  2 1),  Sheffield 
Kiwanis  (p.  23)  and  Bartholomew's  Cobble  (p.  24) 


THE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES  NEEDS  YOUR 
SUPPORT  TO  KEEP  PUBLISHING! 

Donations  are  tax-deductible. 


ONGOING  CALENDAR  ITEMS 

Meetings  or  events  that  occur  less  than  weekly  are  noted  with  a  week  number  -  i.  e."1", 
3**  indicates  meetings  on  the  first  and  third  times  that  day  occurs  in  the  month. 
*  indicates  appointment  needed.  Town  functions  listed  first. 

Meals  on  Wheels,  Mon-Fri.  except  holidays 
Mondays: 

Building  Inspector,  7am-12  noon 

Board  of  Selectmen,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  1s1,  3"* 

Conservation  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd,  4"  (2*  only  for  winter) 

Board  of  Health,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd 

Food  Assistance  Program,  Old  Parish  Church,  9-1 0:30am 

Foot  care  clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Ctr.,  1" 
Tuesdays: 

Building  Inspector,  7am-12  noon 

Council  on  Aging,  5pm,  2nd 

Ashley  Falls  Historic  District  Commission,  Town  Hall,  6:30pm,  2nd 

Industrial  Development  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7:30pm,  last 

Senior  Center  physical  fitness,  9am 

Children's  Story  Hour,  Library,  10am 

Senior  Center  "Lawn  Chair  Movie,"  11:30am 

Kiwanis  Club,  The  Bridge  Restaurant,  6:30pm 
Wednesdays: 

Senior  Center  Knitting  Group,  3pm,  1* 
Thursdays: 

Planning  Board.  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd,  4th 

Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  Thurs.  3pm-6  pm 

Senior  Center  physical  fitness,  9am 

Parent-Child  Playgroup.  Greenwoods  Community  Church,  9:30-11 :30am 

*  Blood  Pressure  Clinic.  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Center,  9am-12pm,  2nd 

*  Hearing  Testing  available,  Senior  Center,  3* 
Fridays 

Building  Inspector  7-10am 
Saturdays: 

Senior  Center  Knitting  Group,  11am,  3"1 
Sundays: 

Men's  Group.  Old  Parish,  7:45am,  2™* 


PLEASE  SUPPORTTHE  SHEFFIELDTIMESJOUR  COMMUNITY  NEWSLETTER! 


I  want  to  support  the  Sheffield  Times!  Enclosed  is  my  tax-deductible  donation  of  _ 


j  made  payable  to 


the  Sheffield  Association,  P.O.  Box  1339,  Sheffield,  MA  01257 


Name: 


(as  you  would  like  it  to  appear  in  acknowledgments) 


Address: 


n  I'd  like  to  get  more  involved  with  the  Sheffield  Times 


(where  you  would  like  issues  mailed  to  you) 
[J  I'd  like  my  contribution  to  remain  anonymous 

[j  /  am  particularly  interested  in  or  have  experience  with 

The  Sheffield  Times  is  provided  free  of  charge  at  public  distribution  sites  throughout  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls.  We  will  mail  issues  for  a  year 
to  everyone  who  makes  a  donation  unless  you  tell  us  otherwise.  Please  check  here  if  you  do  not  want  issues  mailed  to  you:  [ 
The  Sheffield  Association  is  a  nonprofit  organization.  Donations  are  tax-deductible  to  the  fullest  extent  allowed  by  law. 
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Thank  you 

to  all  our  loyal  and  generous  supporters! 

Your  contributions 

keep  us  going.  If  we  missed 

you  in  this  issue,  we'll 

catch  you  in  the  next  one 

» 

Emily  &  John  Alexander 

John  &  Frances  Gattuso 

Gerald  &  Marjorie  Pollard 

Allen  &  KarinAltman 

Sharon  Gregory 

David  &  Marsha  Pottle 

Milton  &  Marion  Barnum 

Edmund  Grossman  &Arlene 

Race  Mountain  Tree  Services 

Ann  Barrett 

Petroff  Grossman 

Barbara  &  Wayne  Robbins 

Julie  Berriault  &  Anthony 

Tiziana  Hardy 

Julianne  &  Robin  Ruske 

Sheldon 

Gillian  &  Norman  Hettinger 

Phyllis  &  Shawn  Samuels 

Anne  Brady 

Ben  Hillman  &Amy  Rudnick 

Andrea  Scott  &  Rob  Jenter 

Neal  Chamberlain 

Joseph  Hurlburt 

George  &  Gillian  Seidl 

Mildred  &  Lo-Yi  Chan 

Donna  &  James  Hurley 

Sheffield  Inn 

Paul  &  Carol  Collins 

James  E.Kimball  III 

Susan  Silver  Antiques 

Constance  Cooper 

Nancy  Kriegel 

Bonnie  Silvers 

Philip  &  Susan  Detjens 

Susan  Lushing 

Wanda  Styka 

DeVries  Building  Supply 

Frances  Mercurio 

Richard  &  Deborah  Swiatek 

Tom  Driver  &  Anne  Barstow 

Robert  Mercurio 

Jo  Jean  Travis 

Michael  &  Betsy  Ebenstein 

Norma  &  Daniel  Moulton 

Jeffrey  Waingrow  &  Kay 

Janet  &  Bart  Elsbach 

Istar  H.  Mudge 

Wilmette 

Virginia  Flynn  &  Joe  Crow 

OleT.J.'s  Antique  Barn 

Bob  &  Margaret  Wheeler 

Warner  Freidman 

The  Papachristou  Family 

Katherine  Woodhouse  & 

Frank  &  Helen  Garretson 

Bruce  Person 

Birneu  Meigs 
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